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MINISTKY GF 1XTEHKAL AFFAIRS 
(RA ST Ail A DIVISION) 



Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died on 18th 
1945 in. a hospital at Taihoku (Taiwan). Two days 
his body was cremated and his ashes were carried t 
in the beginning of September 1945, The a dries were 
to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. According to the? 
Rev, Moehizuki, this was on 18th September 1945. 
the funeral ceremony, the ashes were deposited in 
Temple and the ashes are still there. 

"Hews of Bose 1 s death in an air crash or i 
consequence of injuries received in an air-crash on 
August 18, 1945 was broadcast on the radio from T 
by the Dcmai Agency a few days later, and was then, 
published in several newspapers. The news was read 
Indians with sorrow and a sense of deep bereavement 
The "post-war turmoil in the country with the politi 
and economic problems that came with it, was agitat 
the Indian mind, and Bose' s reported death was look 
upon as just cue more tragic event in an era which 
left vast areas in Europe and Asia devastated, hone 
institutions and factories razed to the ground, 6 m 
Jews exterminated, Hiroshima and Nagasaki all but 
annihilated, Hitler* s aggressive militarism and Jap 
pride in never having suffered defeat brought low." 

"It was not, however, long before doubts b 
to be expressed about the truth of the crash story 
about Bose's death on August 18, 1945. Many apocry 
accoxmts of his escape and his subsequent activitie 
were narrated. As early as 1946, Sardar Patel, Heme 
Member, was asked if any ban had been placed on the 
movements of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. In 1952, 
there was a question in Parliament asking if the Go 
ment of India intended to make an investigation into 
the truth of the report about Bose’s death. The dem 
for an inquiry into the whole matter became more 
vociferous, and in this demand Shah Nawaz Khan, who 
been a trusted lieutenant of Bose, and the members 
the Bose family, joined. At a public meeting held 
Calcutta, the need for such inquiry was vehemently 
protested. In April 1956, the Government of India 
appointed a committee consisting of Maj .Gen.(INA) 
Nawaz Khan as Chairman, and Shri Suresh Chandra Bo 
elder brother of Netaji. and Shri S.N. Malt r a, ICS, 
members, "to inquire into and to report to the Gov 
of India the circumstances concerning the depart ur 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 
August, 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident and subsequent developments conrti 
therewith". - Khosla Comaissian 

The Committee examined in all 67 witnesse 
India and other concerned places in East Asia and 
submitted a majority report on 16th July 1956, Sh 
Suresh Chandra Bose gave a dissenting report. The 
recommendation of the Committee is as follows s 


"The Committee has cone to the conclusi 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose met his death in an 


ai 




hat the ashes now at Renkoji Temple, Tckyo, are his 
Rev, Mochizuki and the trustees of the Renkoji 
e have already kept the ashes for a number of years, 
services deserve to be recognised. If the ashes 
aken to be genuine, Renkoji temple cannot obviously 
eir final resting place, Netaji Subhash Chandra 
died ten years ago. It is time that his ashes were 
ht to India with due honour, and a memorial erected 
them at a suitable place. This we recanmend fdr the 
s consideration of the Government of India. It 
e mentioned in this connection that influential 
es in Japan are considering putting up a memorial to 
i in that country. If Netaji' s mortal remains are 
red, and his ideals kept alive, then one could truly 
e is death* s sting, where, grave thy victory"? 

Sd/-SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 
S.N. MAURA . 


The Government of India accepted the 
ritv report confirming the death of Netaji on 18th 
st 1945, However the controversy regarding "Bose's 
ppearance or more accurately non-appearance" continued 
atisfacticn about the procedure adopted by the 
ittee and the correctness of its findings was frequent 
eased in public, Sven the bonafides of Shri Shah 
Khan and Shri Malt r a were questioned. The Committee 
criticised for not paying a visit to Taiwan to Inspect 
site of the alleged crash. Rumours of Bose having 
seen alive once again became rife. 

A petition signed by more than 350 Members 
aril ament was presented to the President of India 
ich a demand for a demand for a properly conducted 
dal inquiry into the matter was made, A similar 
d was placed before the Prime Minister, Cabinet 
pted this. and took a decision to appoint a Commission 
quiry. The One-Man Commission of Inquiry consisting 
usticq G.D, Khosla was appointed on 11th July, 1970. 

The Commission examined 224 witnesses and 
number of documents, letters, newspaper reports, 
and memoranda. The Commission visited all places 
.a connected with the subject of Inquiry and also 
(which was not visited by Shah Nawaz Khan Committee)} 
Khosla concluded that Netaji died on 18th August, 
[two days later his body was cremated and his ashes 
farried to Tckyo in the beginning of September 1945 
[they were deposited in the Renkoji Temple, He 
hat "from the evidence discussed above, I am 
:ed beyond all reasonable doubts that the wooden 
lodged in the Renkoji Temple at Tokyo contains Bose 1 
Hand these, ashes were placed in the box at Taipei 
the cremation of his dead body". Government accepted 
ridings of this Commission. 


Among other observations of Khosla Commissi* 
|tng is of special Interest * 

'Another arguement advanced is that through Mr Nehru 
filling for sometime to order an i n q uir y Into Bose's 
arance, he was finally prevailed upon to appoint 


/ ^ 
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a Committee . When the Committee submitted Its re 
the Government accepted it and Mr Nehru In his su 
replies to questions, asked in Parliament, said t 
was convinced of the truth of the crash story, an 
there was no further need to order a second inqui 
Nehru* s decision to appoint the first Committee h 
interpreted as arising from a'doubt entertained b 
regarding the truth of the crash story* -For- the 
reason when Mrs Gandhi agreed to the appointment j 
present Commission, her concession to the demand 
large number of Members of Parliament was constru 
doubt in her own mind regarding the truth of the 
« story. Neither the order of Mr Nehru nor the dec 
* Mrs Gandhi to direct an enquiry into the dlsarppe 
Subhash Chandra Bose was the consequence of a per 
doubt or disbelief in their own minds; but, in an 
any number of doubts,- any measure of disbelief c 
upto anything. The value of such doubt is zero 
sum total of several zeros is no more than zero 1 ,' 


Prime Minister Nehru in response to a le 


f ran Shri Suresh C. Bose (brother of Netaji) sent 
following reply on 13th May 1962 : 

"NO *704-IMH/62 Dated May 13, 1962 

f 

r* F- ^ ' > J. - - r p ‘ *1 j* X j * p " 

Dear Shri Suresh Bose, 

I have your letter of the 12th May. You 
to send you proof of the death of "Netaji Subhash 
Chandra, Bose. I cannot send you any precise and- 
proof. But all the circumstantial evidence that! 
been produced and which has been referred to ip. t 
Enquiry Committee's report has convinced us of tti 
fact that Netaji “has died^t In addition to this,, 
lapse of time now and the extreme improbability c 
his being alive secretly somewhere when he would 
welcomed in India with great joy and affection, s 
to that circumstantial evidence. 



Shri Suresh C.Bose Sd/-J AW AH AKL AL 

Garia . . ' • . , •• - 

PO Garia ' - 

Distt 24 Parganas 
WEST BENGAL 

The lapse of time mentioned in that letter 
now been lengthened by another 19 years-a 
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The ad*es of Netaji which reached Ja 
taken to the Renkoji temple on 18th September v 


ASHES OF NSTAJI 


ijTTMM 


the funeral ceremony. According to Rev. Moctr' 
the funeral ceremony, It is customary for th£- 
tske away the ashes, but in this case he was 
Mr Ramamurthl, Mrs Sahay and a Japanese staff 
keep the adies in a befitting manner as they 1 
a great man, Netaji Subhash Ghandra Bose. He 
so till such time as they could be delivered t* 
proper authorities. Rev. Mochizuki s&nfta takit 







hes waited for 34 years to hand over it to India 
ed in June 1979. His son has now taken over the 
and ashes* 


Since 1945, Rev* Mochizuki, Netaji Subha^i 
y in Japan (consisting of associates and 
%rs of Netaji in Janan) and the Government of Japan 
>een trying regularly for sending the ashes to 
They all showed genuine understanding to the 
fersy that was raging in India over the issue and 
push the matter of sending the ashes to India 
i extreme point. At the same time, they did not 
;heir feelings of disappointment over the delay* 
tochizuki expressed his feelings of frustration 
[Mian Government is ‘indifferent* towards a 


-xal hero who fought for Indians independence, as 
lare reluctant to take his remains back to India for 


r on our. 


The Government of Japan fran the beginning of t]ie 
e has played an important though quiet role in 
g the ashes in Japan. The Government of Japan has 
seen to it that the return of ashes was not taken 
e point cf embarassment to India. According to Rev. 
^zuki, "sometime in 1955 or so, Mr Shigemitsu, then 
fster of Foreign Affairs, visited my temple to tell 
fersonally that I diculd not hand over the ashes to 
tie although there was no objection to keeping the 
in my •temple". He also warned me that I should 
;Ive the ashes to anyone for whatever reason lest 
Hid get in trouble because of the a&es." Rev. 

Izuki, in the same statement, also said that "on 
;25, this year (1969) Prime Minister Mrs Gandhi 
Htier time off to visit my temple. It was a short 
(t*- She came about 5 O'clock, and stayed for about 
f an hour. Prior to her visit. I had been told by 
Gaimusho (Foreign Ministry) "It may be thought that 
$ not proper to keep the ashes of Mr Bose in Japan 
.finitely* But we would like you to avoid giving any 
j^nion about it to Mrs Gandhi personally, because of 
ipjfctnati'fc relations. So, I told nothing about It to 
<i»§ Gandhi . After reciting sutra, I Just thanked her 
•“her visit to my temple, mentioning that her father 
jNehru also had cane to this temple. Then Mrs Gandhi 
Ked me for continuous cooperation and she said that 
might contact the Indian Embassy if there was anything 
Hal* about this matter in future." 




4 Rev. Mochizuki in the beginning kept the urn 

\aining the ashes In the main hall of Renkoji Temple 
\gter built a small shrine adjacent to the main hall 
•temple specially to preserve the ashes of Netaji. 
\ugust 18, every year, he used to arrange a special 
.service In honour of Netaji. Prime Minister 
sident Rajendra Prasad and Prime Minister 
who visited Japan have all gone to the 
ile. We are making annual financial c ant rib u- 
koji Temple for the preservation of Netaji* s 
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Bringing the ashes to India has been ccnsi 
in the past and the* decision has been postponed, Th 
now for the "following reasons, it is suggested that 
matter may be considered afresh and a decision takei 
therein * 


iV 


i) Rev, Mochizuki has played a very lmpol 
role in the preservation of ashes in his temple. H< 
the one who accepted the ashes on 18th September 19* 
for safe custody and has zealously guarded it. In 
words "In the beginrdng, I was very much concerned 
see how they should be kept properly, I was afraidj 
the possibility that scene one might take away the asfcl 
'of such a great man without my knowledge while theW~ 
kept in the main hall of my temple. So I wrapped tl 
ashes in the container in a piece of cloth and used] 
cchceal them in the loft of my own room whenever I 
to go out. But they could hardly be kept that way 
the time, I was so worried about keeping the ashes 
my temple that I was apt to be awakened by any lit- 
rattling noise at night". 


Rev, Mochizuki died on 20th June 1979* 
passing away has removed a dedicated soul which hi 
kept a constant watch over the ashes for 34 years, 
ashes in -Japan will hot get the dedicated attenti' 
which Rev. Mochizuki bestowed upon it till 1979. 
ashes has been orphaned with the death of Rev. 
Mochizuki. 


ii) After the death of Rev, ■ Mochizuki, hli 
has taken over the temple as Chief Priest, He ha 
taken over the temple and along with it the ashes, 
Netaji. For him, the ashes are me of the materej 
things that he has liikx inherited. It is not a 
sacred thing which he has received directly for si 
custody as in the case of his father. The ashes 
cannot expect to receive* his dedicated attention, 
possibility of his treating the ashes as a liabilil 
from the balance sheet he inherited from his fathe] 
cannot he ruled out. 


ill) Netaji Subhash Academy in Japan consii 
of Japanese nationals who were associated with Net! 
and his admirers. Alongwith Rev, Mochizuki, the 
Academy members have reverred the' ashes and have b« 
active in the preservation of it in Japan, Recent! 
General Katakura, 184) years, and Mr Hayashi (70 yei 
met our 1 Ambassador in Tokyo and emphasised the f act! 
that they are aged now and they are afraid that onei 
they die, there will be no me to look after the aj" 
carefully. As they have rightly emphasised, after 
saiietime, the Netaji Subhash Academy in Japan may g< ^ 
the way of late Rev. Mochizuki and there may not be! 
any Japanese national left in Japan who realises th( 
existence of the ashes in Japan and respect it. 


-■ 


iv) In the Japanese culture, feelings tow! 
dead are special and the Japanese' tradition calls fi 
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tbfe dead to be returned at any cost for burial at heme. 
After the war, Japanese Government has sent delegations 

f to all the placed where the Japanese soldiers died 
during the second World War operations to collect the 
w .ashes and bring them to Japan for proper funeral 
j^seremony and for permanent resting. Japanese groups 
';_hav'e cone to Imphal also for this purpose. The wartime 
“Prime Minister of Japan General To;Jo was tried as a 
war criminal by the Allied Tribunal and was sentenced 
to death for his war crimes. When he was g hanged and 
cremated, the American occupation forces did not allow 
his family te collect the ashes. However a family friend 
of Gen. Toje managed to collect part of it and hid it 
for some time. Later he handed it over to Gen. Tojo* s 
family who quietly buried It .A few years back, the adies 
* were quietly shifted te Yasukumi Shrine, national 
monument where ashes of the Japanese who died In the 
r v crs are kept and venerated. This incident kicked up a 
controversy which died down. 


If » When the ashes of Netaji were taken to Henkoji 

^•Ijwaple on 18th September, 1945, it was for the funeral 
Jr. 'ceremony. According to late Rev. Mochizuki after the 
funeral ceremony, it is customary for the people to take 
Vi, away the ashes but in this ease he was asked by Dr 
HJmamurthi, Mrs Sahay and a Japanese Staff Officer to 
Vi the ashes in a befitting manner and he agreed to do 

- so till such time as they could be delivered to the 
^proper authorities. Frcm that day, he waited in vain upt 
jl 1979 for someone to go and collect the ashes. He implored 
upon the concerned people to take away the ashes, did 
act get, any favourable response and later became bitter 
<Mer this. In addition to his personal feelings of 
bitterness, he is reported to have stated that Indian 
Government is "indifferent 11 towards a national hero who 
fought for India’s independence as they are reluctant to 
-'_-4-ake the remains back to India for due honour, Du* to 
this, we have received adverse publicity in Japan, Given 
the Japanese deep respect and veneration for the. mortal 
remains of the dead, it is understandable that it looks 


c£d to them for a foreign country hestitating to take 

Mu 


ie ashes of a national hero. Continued existence of 
ashes in Renko^i Temple is a source of adverse comment 
' ’ publicity for India in Japan. 




v) Our Ambassador in Tokyo, in a recent letter, 

■i has mentioned the prospect of disappearance of xkx ashes 
in the long run due to neglect. The fear expressed by 
Ambassador Is not hypothetical: an Incident according to 
r - A l&te Rev. Mochizuki, has actually happened. According 
~s^oto him, "and I was advised by the Indian Embassy authorl- 
iities that 1 should contact them Immediately If there 
% was anyone who embarrassed me about the ashes. And, in 
fact, tire re was such an attempt* #or Instance, the wife of 
Sahay came to my temple to ask for the ashes which she 
said she would, like to take to India. . She rather demanded 
them of me. But since I had been warned in* advance, I 
. said to her "I cannot comply with your request because the 
Jpjajpbes do not belong to me. I cannot give you even a singl 
piece of them". Thus, I flatly refused her demand". 




hfeppe ned 


Fortunately an Incident like this has not 
since then. Nevertheless there Is no guarantee 
iat such incidents may not happen in the future. If 

le In future^ Rev. Mochizuki who 

— ■- — - ; — m - .i~. 
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used to worry about it even in his sleep, is not in 
Renkoji Temple protecting it. Crimes are getting 
sophisticated. There was that notorious theft of 
Charlie Chaplins* s body for ransom money, Renkoji 
Temple where the a^ies are kept is a small public 
temple and the fact of the ashes beirg there is not aj 
secret. 


Renkoji Temple in Tokyo cannot be the final 
restirg place for the ashes of Netaji, That Temple 
late Rev. Mochlzuki have already done a great servic* 
us by preserving and venerating the ashes for the pas 
36 years. Recent developments explained above Ulus' 
that circumstances and people which ensured the safet 
of the ashes till now in Japan are disappearing, TJ 
has cane now to devise an acceptable method to raceii 
the ashes in India, 




Jd (EA) 


KAN APATHY )£ 

ATT ACHE (J® 

Nov. 13, 1981 jU* 

m 


In the above note Attache (JK) has reviewed 
the question of the ashes of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose which are in Japan. At Sl.No.l is a letter fror*-'* 
our Ambassador, dated September 17 in which he has 
strongly recommended that we proceed to take a deci< 
early. 


2. Further delay is bringing to us embarrassm* 

which goes beyond discomfiture to being almost disgrs 
A Japanese monk, the Rev.Mochizuke, accepted custody | 
the ashes in 1945. He ensured their safety for over 
30 years. He died in 1979, his wish that the ashes 
find a permanent resting place unfulfilled. 


3. 


Secretary knows the full background. 


4. I think the view should be taken that, whal 
be the controversy over the circumstances of Netaji 1 ; 
death, it is incumbent upon Government to accept the 
ashes; and notwithstanding the likelihood that until 
the question of Netaji* s death is finally resolved, 


ashes will tend to be ignored and, therefore, find a * 
less congenial environment here than in Japan. 


5. I am told that other articles that belonged^ 

to Netaji - sword, treasures, have been returned to 
India in spite of the doubts in some quarters about 
death. 


6. The moral obligation on us now is not so mi 
to accept that the ashes in Japan are Netaji* s, but i 
accept the return of the ashes to India whether they 
or not. 


7, Foreign Minister intended to take this up 

a consultative committee meeting. The matter has, 
unfortunately remained pending. It appears the main 
difficulty, in spite of the definitive findings of t'i 
two Commissions, is that Shri Samar Guha has 
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expressed doubts about the ashes in the Lok sabha. 
There also seems to have been some doubt in the 
minds of the immediate family of Netaji. However, 
the findings of the Khosla Commission were quite 
clear. 



8. Our Ambassador in Japan, Shri K.P.S. Menon, 
was able to discuss this question with FM when he was 
recently in Delhi for consultations. The note record-* 
ed by the Ambassador on his conversation is below 
(flag X). FM has suggested the possibility of the 
National Museum receiving the ashes. He means to 
discuss this course of action suitably?. « 


fLx) 


( Ranfiit Sethi ) 
Joint Secretary ( HA ) 
2.12.1981 
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Ministry of External Affairs. 
(East Asia Division) 




Rei- letter dated 23 Mgy, 1934 from 
Shri L. Joychandra Singh of Imphal, addressed 
to the PM. 

i * 

Draft reply is put up for approval. 






(A.L. Srivastava) 
Deputy Secretary (EA) 
4-6-1934 
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(3AST ASIA DIVISION ) 


THE RETURN 0? THE ASH ES OF NST AJI S UB-.S H CII AH 11131 BOJE 


The Japanese have been pressing us to accept the 
ashes of Netaji which are kept in the Renkoj i Tetrnle 
at Tokyo. The Government of India has not been able 
to take an appropriate decision on the matter because 
of the controversy , in our Parliament and outside, 
over TT etail's • disappearance* or 1 noh- appee ranee 1 , :-nd 
particul rly due to the opposition from the immediate 
family members of Metaj i. 

2, ‘The Government of India had appointed a Committee 
in 1956 headed by late Shah Nawaz "ban, which included 
Shri S.C. Pose, the elder brother of ’Tetaj i. The Shah 
Nawas Committee had come to the conclusion that Netaj 1 
met his death in an air crash on 18 August, 1945 .nd 
that the Ashes at Renkoj i Temple, Tokyo were his : shos. 
Shri S.C. Bose, the elder brother of Netaji h. d, however, 
given his dissenting views. 'The Committee's majority 
report was accepted by the Government of India. 


3. The controversy, however, continued. petition 
signed by more than 350 Members of Parliament was 
presented to the President of India demanding an 
appropriately constituted judicial inquiry into the 
matter. A One-Man Justice G.D. Khosla Commission of 
Inquiry was accordingly appointed on 11 July, 1970. 
Justice Khosla also* concluded' that the casket lodged 
_in the Renkoj i Temple at Tokyo contained Bose's ashes. 
The findings of the Khosla Commission were accepted 
by the Government of India."’ 



J 


4. in January 1982, shri S.C. Bose, brother of Netaji 
wrote to our Prime Minister saying ” there is no 
convincing proof that the so-called ashes are genuine 
and that of mv brother ...Under the circumstances, it 
would be i-'rong to pass Qtf the so-called ashes as 
genuinely being that of Netaj i. " He opposed the ashes 
being brought to India. 


5. in reoly to a Lok s^bha Question on 25 February, I 

1982, it was stated by our then Foreign Minister that 
Government had taken note of the views expressed by 
Shri S.C. Bose. Again in answer to a Lok sabha uestion ’ 
on 25 March, 1982, Foreign Minister observed, "various 
opinions have been expressed regarding the urn said to 
contain Hetaji's ashes and that Government have noted 
the views of all concerned with a view to deciding on 
the most appropriate course of action." 



contd 






6. Netaj i's ashes have remained at the Renko j i 

Tempi e, Tokyo for almost 40 years. The Government of 
India is placed in a dilemma. It has net been 
possible to accept the return of the . shes because of 
the objections raised by Netaj i * 3 brother and the 
controversy raised about Netaj i 1 5 de.th, in the 
p rl lament and outside. 

7. To the Japanese, it looks odd that the remains 

of a national hero are not accept by us in India, 
There is yet another irmortant consideration j If the 
ashes disanoear due to neoligence or theft, there 
would be a lot of '~>5litical embarrassment to the 
Government of India, 

8 « The moral obligation on us is, p r!i rp tn>tsa 

much to accent th t the ashes in Japan re Netaj i* s 
but to accept the return of the ashes to India. Yfc 
one stage, the possibility of preserving the ashes 
in the National Museum without a commitment on the 
part of the Government that they accepted the ashes as 
these of Netaj i's , was Considered. The matter was 
to be taken uo in the Consultative Committee Meeting 
of the Ministry of External Affairs, but it could 
not be done, 

9 . our Ambuss dor. at Tokyo h^s r commended the 

option to accept the return of the ashes and to 
preserve them here suitably. 




Deouty Secretary (SA- IT) 
29 . 7. 1985 
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Asia Division 


Tne problems of the return of Met-aji's ashes 
from, japan were discussed with Ambassador Madhavan by 
JS(iA), 6n more than one occasion. Shri Madhavan had 
also an opportunity to talk to Shri P«V* NaRsimha Rao, 
Raksha Mantri. According to Shri Madhavan, the RM 
advised caution and patience in dealing with this 
controversial matter, since the family members of Netaji 
as well as the Forward Blofck Party were not prepared to 
accept the ashes as of Netaji. RM suggested that ve 
continue paying money to the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
where the ashes are lying for almost 40 years and 
if necessary, increase the amount to pursuade the Temple 
to continue keeping the ashes safely. YJe may have to 
continue the arrangement possibly till 100th anniversary 
of Netaji *s birthda^, fir, then the situation may 
become different. 


2 Shri Madhavan, who thought initially that we 

could explore the possibility of getting the ashes 

for Government 


; ? |l 


from Tokyo, now appreciates the reason: 


of India's reluctance to move in the matter. 


(A.L. Srivastava) 
Deputy Secretary (EA) 
3*9*1 98 5 
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MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


SECRET 


/ DJ No 

Date,.-*- 



S&sfco. 

'£S~- 


SECRETARY (EAST)'S OFFICE 


sex 


Placed below is a letter from our DCM in 
the Embassy of India, Tokyo , which will be 
self-explanatory, and concerns the possible visit 
of PM to the Renkoji Temple where the supposed ashes 
of Netaji Subhas- h Chandra Bose, are kept. 


^ v ...SeLy. CE)/85 


I’.. 


If 


2. In view of Prime Minister Nehru having visited 

the Temple earlier and the more recent visits of our 
Foreign Ministers, the last one being of Shri P . V.Narasimha 
Rao in 1982, the proposal will have to be considered 
in Its functional as well as political aspects. While 
the authencity of the ashes is certainly suspect, never- 
theless in view of an invitation having been addressed 
to our Embassy, the decision is in my view one to be 
taken purely on political considerations and the effect 
that it may have on Indian public opinion. 



( A . P . Venkateswaran ) 
Secretary { East ) 

21 Sept. 1985 
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SECRET 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(East A.sia division) 


Suggestion from the Embassy of India, Tokyo 
to invite the Chief Priest^ Renkoji Temple 
where the ashes o f Retaj i Subhash Chandra 
Rose are kept. 
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The Mission* s suggestion is based on two 
con siderationss 

(i) Thet the chief priest himself has 
expressed the desire to pay a visit to India including 
the places associated v/ith Retaji as well as Places of 
Buddhist interest; 

Cii) That we are beholden to Renkoji Temple 
for taking care o flashes of Netaji during the past 
few years and thatcgesture of extending an invitation 
to the chief priest would be helpful in ensuring the 
continued care of ashes inmtample at Tokyo, 

Shri Shyam Saran has referred to some discussion 
in October 1985 but we have no record about it in 
SA Division* I had mentioned that fact to him 
when I happened to have a brief conversation on 
telephone. I had enquired from Shri Shyam Saran if 
the visit of Rev. Kynji Mochizuki could be arranged 
to with the help of the Government of India Tourist 
Office. It was explained/ that in that case we may 
not be able to have a full control over his programme 
and that such a control is necessary keeping in 
view the sensitivities and the controversy relating 
toNetaji’s ashes. I wonder, however, if his 
visit programme arrange* under the aegies of the 
ICCR can be controlled in a way that he does not 
get an opportunity to raise any eontrovrrsy a 'out 
Retail 1 s ashes. 

If JS (ISA), however, approves we could request 
ICCR to consider if ^ would agree to host the visit 
of Rev* Kyoji Mochizuki. 

(A. L . Srivastava) 

Deputy Secretary (EA) 
22.1.87 
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Subjects* The return of ashes of Retail Subhash Chandra 
5>se. 


The Government of India has not been able 
to take an appropriate decision on this matter because 
of the controversy In our Parliament and outside over 
Retail * disappearance* or 'non-appearance* and 
particularly due to the opposition from the Immediate 
family members of Retail* Sven after the enquiries xa 
conducted by a Committee In 1956 headed by late Shah 
Nawaz &fcan and In 1970 by Justice G*D«Zhosla Commission, 
the findings of the Gommlttea/Commlsslon having been 
accepted by the Government of India, the controversy 
has continued* 

2- • Indeed., in January 19§2 Shrl S.C, Bo se, 

brother of Retail, wrote to our Prime Minister that 
^there Is no convincing proof that the so-called ashes 
are genuine and that of my brother**--' Uhder the 
circumstances It votiLd be wrong to pass on the so-called 
ashes as genuinely being that of Retail*" He opposed 
the ashes being brought to India* 

3 , Various opinions have been expressed 

regarding the urn said to contain Retail's ashes and 
these have been noted* 

4 . In M a y 1984 Shrl Joychandra Singh of Manipur 

had sent a letter to Prime Minister saying that there 
was no objection from Retail's family members In 
bringing the remains from Japan to India* The then 
S4K in his letter to Shrl Joychandra Singh had observed) 


"lour letter gives the impression of 
possible rethinking on the part of some 
lumbers of the Retail* s family on this 
question* It would be better if tbose 
members of Retail* s family who have been 
opposed to this idea In the past were to 
formally indicate their views to us 
particularly If they think differently now*" 

No communication from Shrl Joychandra Singh was received 


in response* 
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i> • In his letter at 1 FR* Shlrl TN Kundra, Convenlor, 
Freedom Fighters Relief Committee, Delhi Administrationi 
Del hi , has also observed that famU y members of Netaji 
have wlthdravaii their objection* We cot&d request 
Shri K tin dr a to let us haveafomal communication from 
the mamba* g of Hetaji* s family that they have 

withdrawan their objection* 


81 


Draft letter is placed below fbr consideration* 


(A.L* Sriva stava) 
Deputy Secretary (BA) 
8 * 5*87 


JS 




J 



Spoken to EAM yesterday. EAM wanted a simple 
acknowledgement to be sent to Shri Kundra 1 s letter. 
Perhaps this could be done by JS(EA). 


r 


2. EAM also was of the view that we should 

contact Wetaji's family ourselves to find out whether 
they had any objection to the ashes being brought here. 
If necessary, this could be done by a personal visit, 
if any of them are now in India. 



S 


M- Sfax, 

Secreta.eyfE ) 



(K.P'. S. Menon) 
Foreign Secretary 
29.5.87 
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OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
C iSA.SC ASIA DIVISION ) 


A background note is placed be low' for 
information please. " Shri Joychandra Singh, is aware 
of the controversy and is no suggesting moving the 
1 ashes to the Bnbassy of India premises in Tokyo. In fact, 
such a move would, in many ways^amount to accepting the 
ashes in India itself. 



Ref. FR(SIfo.?7) beloww '»Se(?C£tary(R&ER) 
desired a draft reply to the letter from Mr. L. Joychandia 
Singh of Imphal , to nip nr, regarding the ashes of Netajl 
and their transfer to the Bnbassy of India, Tokyo before 
their return to India. • , 

S. it). 56 is a letter f rom DCM, Embassy of 
India, Tokyo reporting Mr. Joychandra Singh's visit 
to the Embassy, The le tter from the Hon. EAM to Shri 
J, Singh, of which a copy is enclosed with FR, is at 

3. No. 22. 

A DFA is placed below please. 



( Gurj) 

U tide r Se ere ta r y ( E A ) 

l6. 1 1 ,1937 
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Reference FR placed beim* (SL* M*. 62) which is 


a letter from Hr, Jeychandra Singh enelesing capias 
ef the correspondence between Dr. Si sir lose and bbe PMO. 
Secretary has bated that 'the letter says ha has no 
objection to the Go v3 rime nt acting In tens af the Freedom 
lighters Organisation Reselusion. What did the resolution 
say?" 


The record af the discussion held during Mr. Jey- 
chandra Singh's call an Sscretaryt&icSE) an 3.2.88 Is 

also placed below (SI. Ha 63). 

1 

The resolution referred to by Dr. Si si r lose is 
not am our files, lewerer, at Si. No. 26 below Is 
a cemmunL cation from the MHA forwarding a memorandum 

P resented to FM by the ill India- Freedom Fighters 
realisation on 7.8.8?. In the memorandum it has been 
stmted tiur natienal executive decided te request the 
Geverment ef IndLa to bring Hetaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
ashes from Tokyo and pay a homage who twice prej&ded 
over the Indian fctieiai Cbngress.' The memorandum has 
the celeb ra tie ns ef the Congress centenary as its main 
theme. The respense sent by Ei Divlslen te M3A fer 
rospending to memorandum is at Si. lb. 28 belw. 

Though Dr. Slslr lose refers te a resolutien ef 
the All Indian Freedom Fighter Organisation adopted in 
Madras in September, 1983 the date of his own letter 
(26.f.85) p e rhaps indicates that the memorandum of 7th 
August 198? is, p rhaps, what he has in mind. 

However, as his Te tter says that he has no objection 
to the Government of India taking necessary steps on the 
lines proposed in the reselutien it weuld be, perhaps 
be impertant for us to obtain a copy of the reselutien. 

Fer this we could approach the All India. Freedom Fighters 
tot n Organisation though that may precipitate seme 
contreversy. We could ask Hr. Joychandra Singh te obtain 
a copy ef the reselutien. 


Papers submitted please. 

+ 

( Gurfit'^gh ) 
Under Secretary(KA) 
17. a 1980 
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Secretary (East) may like to see the detailed 
note on return of ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
appearing at Serial No. 61 of the file. 

2 It appears that S C Bose the elder brother 

of Netaji had dissented from the majority opinion 
of the Enquiry committee set up in 1956 on the death 
of Netaji which had concluded that Netaji met his 
death in aircrash on 18 August 1945 and that the 
ashes at Renkoji temple were those of Netaj i . ^/Subsequent 
Enquiry Commission appointed in 1970 also came to 
the same conclusion. Shri S C Bose however has continued 
to maintain the view that there is no convincing 
proof that the so-called ashes were genuine and has 
opposed the suggestion that these ashes be brought 
to India. 


3 In 1982 February the then Foreign Minister 
had stated that various opinions existed regarding 

the urn said to contain Netaji' s ashes and that Government 
have noted the views of all concerned to decide on 
the most appropriate course of action. The Netaji 
Subhas Academy has been making special representat ipns 
in this matter. They are however aware of the views 
of Netaji 's family opposing such return. 

4 The Japanese Government had not officially 
requested us to accept the ashes. 


5 As the note at Serial 61 indicates various 
reasons have been adduced both for and against the 
return of ashes. The absence of concensus on the 
same is likely to precipitate controversy and it is 
for this reason that it has been suggested that the 
matter not be raised at this stage. 

6 As regards^relat ionship between Mr S C Bose 
and Dr Sisir K Bose ic c on cerned , it appears (serial 
No. 9-A - page 26) that Shri S C Bose is the elder 
brother of Netaji and Dr Sisir K Bose is the nephew 
of Netaji and heads the Netaji Research Bureau at 
Calcutta . 


7 If Secretary(E) decides we could also seek the 

views of MHA. 




(Xa, Xs-b* 

(V K Nambiai 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
28 April 1988 
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As desired by Secretary (E&ER) , a self contained 
Note has been prepared incorporating latest views of the 
Department of Home Affairs on the subject of return of 
Netaji's ashes from Japan to India, , 

/JMCUdU ^ 

(MM. NAME I Aft—} 
JOINT SECRETARY (EA) 
8 . 8.88 
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Spoken to EAM who has seen the note and agrees with the tfiews of the 
Department of Home Affairs that the present arrangement need not be 
disturbed. ' 


r 




a- 


( A.D. Gokhale } 
Secretary (E&ER) 
25.8.88 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


PI. examine. Seems to be still controversial and risky. 


Sd/- 

P.V. Narasimha Rao 
EAM 
12.9.88 


F.S 


Secretary(E&ER) may kindly see, 


Sd/- 

Rajiv Mishra 
US(FSO) 
15.9.88 


sMUtAtUt&M) 

Papers pi. 


Sd/- 

A. B. Gokhale 
Secretary (E&ER) 
16.9.88 


MU) 


Reference remarks of EAM above. 


2. The question of bringing Netaji’s ashes from Japan to India 

was recently reviewed and the views of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
were also obtained. 


3. On July 1988 Home Secretary indicated Ministry of Home 

Affairs view was shifting of the ashes which are at present kept in 
Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, either to the Indian Embassy in Tokyo or to 
India is likely to give rise to an avoidable controversy and it would 
be advisable to continue the status quo. 


thv ' 


4. It is our view that notwithstanding the points raised by 

Shri L. Joychandra Singh in his letter dated August 26, 1988, we may 
maintain the status quo. 



5. Since EAM had already replied to Shri Singh's earlier letter 

of 23rd May (vide flag 'A'), it may be appropriate for the present 
letter to be acknowledged by Secretary (E&ER) . A draft is placed below. 


^ C-. 


SECRETARY 



{ V.K. Narabiar ) 


Joint Secretary (EA) 
26 . 9.88 
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minis T ax of external affairs 

( EAST ASIA DO. VISION ) 

* * * 


JS nay kindly see ttoe PRby way of a 
letter from Mr. L. Joyctandre Singh addressed to EAM 
regarding the a$hes of Netaji Subhash Changer Bose. 

2. Mr. Joychandra has been writing regularly 

to the Government of India asking for the ashes to be 
4, / brought back. The natter hfl- s been examined time and again 

'C/ in the MEA , MHA as well as in the cabinet. The decision 

was taken that since a na ti o na l consensus had not emerged 
on this issue we should not taka any steps to try and 
remove the ashes from their present location at Itenkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. Attention is also drawn to letter from 
Home Secretary FiagI as well as Flag II which gives a 
brief on ou% position. 
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Reference F.R. received from P.M's Office for our comments. 

2. In this connection a self-contained note is placed below 

entitled 'Return of the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose". Since 
the writing of that note, there have been references to Secy(E&ER) 
as well as to EAM in July, August and November 1988. Secy(E&ER) 
had in his letter dated September 27 indicated that we (Government 
of India) would be reluctant to do anything which might only add 
to the controversy about Netaji' s remains. It would be best for 
a national consensus to emerge before the Government takes a formal 
decision in the matter. Secretary also stated that we would, of 
course, be happy to receive from time to time, information on 
developments in this regard. 

3. In response to letters addressed to him, EAM in December 

1988 wrote to Shri L. Joychandra Singh reiterating the same position. 

4. It is our view that a consensus has not yet emerged for 

the transfer to India of the remains of Netaji. 
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( V.K. Nambiar; 
int Secretary(EA) 
20.4.89 


Director 'PHO - Smj^r Heera Shankar . 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
EAST ASIA DIVISION 


QUESTION OF THE RETURN OF NETAJI 'S ASHES FROM JAPAN 


Netaji died in a hospital at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 18.08.1945. Two 
days later, his body was cremated and the ashes carried to Tokyo 
sometime end-August or beginning September 1945. It appears the 
ashes were kept at the residence of Shri A M Sahai (ex-Minister 
of the Netaji Cabinet) in Tokyo where ceremonies were held for 11 
days after which the ashes were taken to the Renkoji Buddhist 
Temple in the Nakano area of Tokyo where they are maintained to 
this day. 

2. The Government of India had appointed an Enquiry 
Committee in 1956 headed by the late Shah Nawaz Khan and 
including Netaji* s elder brother Shri S C Bose. The Committee 
submitted a report in which the majority opinion was that Netaji 
met his death in an air crash on 18.08.1945 and that the ashes in 
the Renkoji Temple were those of Netaji. Shri S.C. Bose dissented 
from this view. In 1970, a one-man Committee of Justice G.D. 
Khosla was set up which also concluded that the casket lodged in 
the Renkoji Temple contained the ashes of Netaji. In January 
1982, however, Shri S.C. Bose wrote to the Prime Minister Smt. 
Indira Gandhi saying that there was no convincing proof that the 
so-called ashes were genuine. 

3. In recent months, two persons, Shri L Joychandra Singh 
and Shri Sheel Bhadra Yaji who have been associated with Netaji 
have been mounting a campaign to bring back the ashes of tfetaji 
from Japan. Shri Joychandra Singh says he has been in touch with 
various organisations associated with Netaji including the Netaji 
Academy in Tokyo. He also says that Shri S.C. Bose, the brother 
of Netaji who had, so far objected to the return of the ashes is 
no more, having expired some four years ago. His son, Shri ARvind 
Bose has entrusted responsibility for this issue to his cousin 
Dr. Sisir Bose. This gentleman had written on 26 September 1985 
to the Prime Minister stating that he agreed with the resolution 
adopted by the All India Freedom Fighters Organisation implying 
that he had no objection to the return of the remains of Netaji 
to India and the erection of a befitting national memorial in his 
honour in Delhi. 

4. The only vocal objection in recent months has been the 
Netaji Subhash Research Foundation of Jaipur which contests the 
veracity of the ashes in Japan and is opposed to their return. 
This Foundation wants a fresh inquiry into Netaji’ s disappearance 
and has approached the Rajasthan High Court to direct the 
Government of India to do so. 






&f\ 


5. The ashes have been lying in Japan since 1945. 
Government provides an annual grant for the maintenance of the 
Temple. Return of the ashes are being demanded for the following 
reasons : 

a. Moral obligation of the nation to honour one of * 
the heroes of the national movement. 

b. The chief priest of the Renkoji Temple to whom the 
ashes were handed over died in 1979. There is no 
guarantee that his son the new priest will mainatin the 
same reverence 

c. Leading members of the Netaji Subhash Academy have 
also either expired or aged. When they pass from the 
scene there may not be anyone to care for the ashes 


6. Our present view is that notwithstanding the 
considerations adduced above which are considered valid, a 
consensus has not developed in favour of bringing the ashes back 
to India. We may consider mooting the suggestion perhaps by the 
early part of 1990. 
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VJ/. No. 434/ps(EA)/9Q 




F.R.-II - py. NO. 496/Ps(EA)/9I) 


Reference F.R.-II. 


Europe East Division informs us that this subject 
was not taken up with the soviets during pm* s visit to the 
USSR last month. There is# however# some correspondence. 
JS(EE) had enquired about the matter from uy . chief ,of 
Mission in Moscow on 18th May 1990 (Flag 'A'). As per the 
response from counsellor (Pol) to Js (S2) - (Flag *8') of 
12th Tune 1930# the soviet ':Uthorities appear to be 
making enquiries into the matter. There is no further 
development. 

Reference from PMO’is at Flag 1 C 1 . BB(FSQ) 
has also informed me that a copy of the u,0. note under 
reference has been received by the Fs 1 Office, 





(PRIMROSE R. SHARKA) 
DEPUTY SECRETARY (SA) 
8/8/90 



JS(EA) 




1 




JOYCHANDRA SINGH 

- 


t , ; s^i 



^ - 

^ i ^ ( 

Phone No. J 

1)i ' 


20147 (o) 
Phone No. 4 ?047I (r) 


Wi 

I 


21538 (o) 
21494 (o) 


PRAJATANTRA IMPHAL, 

MANIPUR, INDIA. 


Imphal May I4 f 1968 


Dear Shri A.B.Gokhale, 

I am arriving at New Delhi on 22 May, I988V Wa y 


I call on you either on 23rd or 24th May, 1988 at an; 
time which will be convenient to you. 


I 


-J-7 



This request is in connection with the remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

You may kindly inform to Manipur House, 2 Sardar 
Patel Marg, New Delhi -phone No 30I33H/30I3I50 

With kind regards, 

Yours .sincerely 

JUiuS^vvvK 

(L. J tfe CHANDRA SINGH) 




Shri A.B. Gokhale 
Secretary ( E & ER) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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No. 4/3 1/88 - FF <P) 

Government of India/Bim r » t Sarksr 
Ministry of lime Affairs/Grili *otr»l*ys 



To 


Oft* 4 > 

^ 7 vr 



Lok iNayak P ha wan, 

Sew Del hi- 1 !0 003. 

nnted tile |£.-S ^ 


Shri S» uka r Sanyal, 
L/3 - 'too re Avenue, 
Govt, 'basing Estate, 
Olcutte - 70t* 040. 


Subject 

Str, 


$na taut rata ssinitr n Pension schene. 


I nm directed to refei tc your letters dated 1 1.8.8T & 
11.9.87 received through P . \ 9 % office on the subject mentioned above 
and to s»y that the latter of enhancement of pension Is under consideration 

The matter of bring* ng ashes of rietaji fron Tokyo cur*c* ras fSlloistry 
of External Affairs to wnont these apers are being forwarded for 

seces sry action. 


i 


Tours fbithfully, 


( H.S. GA8A ) 

040E£. . ,au:LTA. '/ TO 1 i: G'JifT. F INDIA. 


Copy te 

Prime Minister’s Cffice,wSiew Delhi w. r. t. PMO 0.0. No. U/4/8C- PMP III, 
da te*r 15.3.8H. 

>py also to Ministry of External Affairs alongwith PV s Office %Q, 

No. 11/4/88 - P*1P III, dated 15.3.88 (with enclosures). with the reqae 
that the reply in the metier regarding ashes of Netajl may he sent to 
Shri Sanval under inti ation to this Ministry. 




CNDEft SECStTAi;ij T JWj GCtfT. OF l^DIA. 
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PRIMS MINISTER'S OFFICE 


v v-'€> 

■ . , 

PV 

Mb 


We forward herewith a copies of letters dated 
11-8-87, 11-9-87, 15- 9- 37 & 30-1-38 addressed to the 
Prime Minister by Shri Sankar Sanyal of Calcutta for 
appropriate action, 

2, It is requested that a suitable reply may kindly 
be sent to Shri Sanyal under intimation to this Oitj.ce, 


( s;? 5sf 


SECTION OFFICER 



< % 


Ministry of Home Affairs ( Shri SS Sharma, Joint Secy.) 
New De l hi, 

PMO Uo"No 1 1/ 4/ 83— PMP— III, dt. 15-3-88, 




AfL 

, b 

r 





t f i t Vl, 

CALCUTTA - 700 040 




Ml noon * 


/ 



* 


Dated. Calcutta, the 11th August, 1961 . 

r 

% , 

^JJear Shri Gandhi, 



rei The plight of the Freedom Fighters - old and 
infirm, conspicuously palpable and dlscUssed 
in a meeting at Calcutta on 9th AUGUST, 1987 • 

- the day of demise of Bipl&bi i Uaharaj Tral- 
lokhya Chakra vorty in Kawratala Memorial Ground. 


' 


t 


Would you kindly refer to my letters dated, Calcutta? the 7th JAN- 
UARY , 1986 and dated? Jalpalgurl," the 8th NOVEMBER? 1986 respectively, 
with" it's enclosure I have had the reasons obvious to write to say to you 
in reference with your Mother's letter to me dated ? New Delhi t ' May 71 
1965 as the then Information & Broadcasting Minister, India just after 
the demise of late Prime Minister Jwaharlal Nehru, and in the context of 
above stated plights of the freedom fighters in the meaning of today's 
miserable condition vis-a-vis the life Btyle of the "Elites" who are 
calibrating the 40th aniversory of Independence and that of the Centine- 
ry of your grand father. r ’ 

Andi if you have kindly done so, or, for that matter have directed 
your good office to furnish you with the real reality sofar it concern 
the freedom fighters drawing pension from the Central Revenue since AUGUST 
15, 1972 then, undoubtedly, you shall find it a 'must' in erihancirg thelT 
pension from Rs* 500 A* per month to Rs.800/- forth with and inform us at the 1 
back of this* This has had its reference to the letter of H.Y. Sharda Pro- 
sad, your Information Advinor? dated, November 26, 1986 No? PUP-131 <8, 
whence your kind reply is absent. 

;Xon and yourjreglme is now under great stress and strain, but? it 

appears to our understanding that you shall pass It off at a certain cost, 1 
when our demand and claim for enhancing the above said pension Should not 
be kept in abeyance? either by you, or by any Incumbents in the Government , 
of India. There Shrl Uma Shankar Dikshit and here Shri Prafullya Chandra 
Sen have already been requested to see to it along side Prof, H. G. Ranga 
and the good old revolutionaries at New Delhi. 

Reply coupled with action awaited and, in the meantime, with good 

wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 

sa/- 

Sankar Sanyal. 

cc to: Shri Ganesh ^Ghose? Kx-M.P., 

Chairman? ^tate Committee for 
Freedom Fighter? West Bengal,' 

Shri JUraja Bose,' Secretary* 

Anu§!lan Samity, Calcutta- . ..and.,.^ 

Shri H, Y. Saradaprasad, 

Infoimation Advisor to the Prime Minister of India, Shri Rajib Gandhi 
Prime ^Minister's Office; New Delhi ‘11 0011 as stated in the letter 
dated? Jalpaigurl? the 19th FSB.? 19888. 

. i , ' 

# Sankar Sanyal, ' 




hrl R. Tarfar.tr‘,rrJaen #/ 

President, Indie, f % y 

Rr.Etrc.pr.ti B he. von, * '' — ^ 

fey ss m - 


1‘uwui^ ju: t* ^ ^ 

CALCUTTA - 700 C O. 


-=^ 8 : 


fetgdjJfrlcuUr^thg. ,u_th Se ptember. 1987. 


/ 


Dorr Shri Verikatarniarn, 


re t Poke r.nh at Renkoji Tcnple In TokyO, 7 ARAN v 

& 

Plight of the Freedom Fighters spelt out in 
letter dated, Calcutta, the 11th AUG# 19S7 
and add roc rod to Shri Rr.Jib Gandhi, Pid.no 
Minister, India, - copy enclosed* 


"With regard to above stated "Fries r.sh at Ronlioji Temple in Tokyi 
JAPAN" I would like to refer to your "Hooting with Hr. Samar Guha, c foraei 
M»P** cs repoi'ted in the dc.to line, New Delhi, by the Special Represent?, tlx 
the Statesmen, the 1st September, 1987 c.nd point it out that all or cry 
attempt bn the part of Government of India, or, of Its Agency to bring in 
India said to be the "ASHES" of Subhr.s Chandra Bose should not be indulged 
ins "lou are reguested fervently to see to It that tills kind of Fake Ashes 
must not be entertained under any pretext, when it Is a fact that SUEHAS 
CHANDRA BOSS has not died In the Plane Crash at Tclpoe air field* And 7 wit! 
a definite knowledge I write to eay to you - and, as 1 have had the cause 
to soy to write to late Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi end other concerned 
In the recent past, whence some such attempts were afoot, - that It should 
be "Hipped in the bud** 

And, in the context of above referred "Plight of the Freedom 
Fighters* which I have had the cause to put it before the present Prime 
Hi ulster, Shri Rrjib Gandhi with a request* to see to It that the sua of 
pension of Rs.500/- must be enhanced to Rs.800/- per month and should be 
at per with the few other freedom fighters of ANDAMAN JAIL end so on so 
forth, • which «hen would nitigr.te marginally the miserable condition cause 
due to prlco hike of the daily necessities of life and as an lecture only , 
that not only the Status Symbol are being enjoyed fay a few Elites" alone 
In today’s developed INDIA* Bore with I an enclosing for your kind perusal 
the -erifl copy of letter of his Mother - late Shrimrti Indira Gandhi, Prime 
Minister, India as the then I & B Minister, dated, Pew Delhi, Key 51, 1965 
after the demise of her father - late Pandit Jawhcxlnl Nehru, Prime Riniste 
India, had had the very reason to write It to me .Kindly see to It that the 
pension to freedom fighters be enhanced to Rs*800/- p.m. as stated in it, 
forth with. 


With kind regards. 


Enel* 4ft stated * 

cc to: 


lours sincorely, 
sa/- 


Sr. nicer Srryal* 


Snrl u.i* saradaprasad , 

Information Advisor to the Prime Minister, 


India, 


Shri Rajib Gandhi, 1 Prime Minister's Office, New Delhi 110011 as an enclo- 
sure to letter dated,* Jalpaiguri, the 19th FEB., 1988 (Excludirg the copy 
of letter datedj/ Calcutta”,* the 14th September, 1987 addressed to Shri Chin- 
^tamani Panigrahli Minister of State for Home Affairs 1 , G0I> New •* ' an 

as stated in the letter dated, Jalpalgurl, the 19th FEB*'? 1988. 


& < Jl 

Sankar Sanyal 


l 


\ 


& Jib Gandhi,' 

/ Mj nistpjr? India, 
DELHI - 110011 r 

\ 



iiOCJ C /*M . -I; 

Housing Estate , 
CALCUT1A-700 C40 


Dated. CALCUTTA. 15 SEP? 1987 . 



Dear Shri Gandhi ,' 

r * * , 

re: Enhancing Rsi750/- (not Rs?800/- p.'mi ) from 
Re, 500/- p.m, as pronounced in Pune by the 
Ministr of It*te for Homs Affaire, Shri Chin- 
taraani Panigrahi on September 13, 1987 before 
the (National) Executive Committee Meeting of 
All India Freedom Fighters in the context of 
of my letter to you dated, Calcutta, ihe 11th 
August, 1987 and earlier; 


(ii) Fake ashes of Netaji Subhss Chandra Bose kept 
at Renkoji Temple in Tokeo, JAPAN^and the very 
attempt ohich is again being made to bring it 
to India, 


" "With ^regard to above, enclosed for your kind perusal copy of ■ 
my~letter dated, Calcutta , the 14th September, 1 1987 addressed to the Mi- 
nister of Sxate for Home Affairs* GO I Shri Chintamani Panigrahi? exclud- 
ing its enclosures, when you are keeping silent over the letters address- 
ed to you by us - the veteran freedom fighters. It should not be so. 


However, you and all the all the incumbents in the government 
of Inlia must dissociate your selves from such act of dubious nature in 
relation to above (ii) stated fact of such attempts of bribing down in 
India the "FAKE ASHES OF SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE" kept at RENKGJI TEMPLE In 
Tokeo i JAPAN under a pretax diplomatic or otherwise. It would be a dan- 
gerous practice for ahf incumbents in the government of India under ary 
categories to be indulgent in and, as such, the resultant prognosis would 
be grave. And, by all means, I would request to say in right earnestness 
that you - let us hope, sre not going to bo a party to such nefarious act 
of mischief? This has had its reference in ray previous correspondences 
pertain! to SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE in such TV serial "RAJ SE SARAJ n whence 
the reply .of Shri H.Y . Sharada’ Prasad, Information Advisor of yours dated. 
New Delhi , the 26th November,’ 1 986' to tay letter is to be mentioned here 
with obviously. If you? or? for that matter? any highups* In the Govern- 
ment of India deliberately do it? then,' things may turn into the worst - 
more than what I have had the best reasons to said (Earlier) "It appears 
to our understanding that YOU shall pass it off at a Certain Cost" in my 
above referred letter of August 11? 1987 to you in the context of succ- 
essive great stress and strain of your regime, believe it or not. Our 
clairvoyance must ntft be ignored. 


With good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- 

Enel, As stated. 


cc to: Shri H.Y. Saradaprasad, 
a Information Advisor to the 

Prime Minister, India,' Shri Rajib Gandhi, 

Prime Minister's Office, New Delhi 110011 as stated in the letter 
dated? Jalpaiguri, the 19th FEB., 1988. 


Sankar Savyal* 


tQ 


* 







rhri-Rr.Jiv Gandhi, 
Prime Minister, India 
South Block* ' . 

ysw dblhi-ii * 



Dated, Jrlp^iguri, the 30th Jr.nuriy, 



Dorr Shri Gandhi , 

re : "Centre lr actively considering lncreaco In the* 
pension of freodon fighters from Re, 500/- to Rs.7t 
reports l J £I n mid 

letters dated, Calcutta, tlie 11th August, 1987 & , 
Calcutta, the 15th September, 1937 respectively. 


The sincere and dedicated freedom fighters all over India who 
r.re still rllvc would certainly demand of you - the Prim© UiniEter, Indie 
on thie very day of Rational Martyr* c Day 1 have the reasons to put be- 
~ c>re you in the above stated letters from Calcutta r,nd in refernce with 
r bove Reports of the Prefer Trust of India, the reply coupled with notion 
before it lc let© for aging individulas under the grinding pressure of 
high cost of living end spiral rising of dally nococsitiec of life, 

- J 

Would you deiy the favourable^ the freedom fighters oft- repeatedly 
rpelling out to you and to the Government of India* Your keeping silent 


over ell these letterc addressed to you means your disregarding attitude 
and ignoring the still living old and infirm freedom fighters on the face 


of much grandiose on thic very MARTI R*S DAI or, scy on the REPUBLIC DAI I 

Mew Delhi, 


With good wishes. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- 

SnxAcar Sr. IV el, 

cc to* Shri H, Y . Sarad&prasad, 

Information Advisor to the 

Prime Minister, 4 India, Shri Rajib Gandhi, 

Prime Mi id. eter* s ' Off! ce , 

^ Mew Delhi I7OOIV; as stated in the letter dated, Jalpaiguri, the 

19th FEB, , 1 988, J 1 

Sankar Sajnyal* ^^6- 


V 



SECEEI 

Ministry of External Affairs 
East Asia Division 


Eeiarn of the sshes of Netaji Subhash Chaad£s Bose 

The ashes of Netaji are placed in an urn which Jfs 
maintained at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The Government of 
India had appointed an Enquiry Committee in 1956 headed by 
the late Shah Nawas Khan and including Shri S.C.Bose, the 
elder brother of Netaji. The majority opinion of the 
Committee was that Netaji met his death in an aircrash on 
18th August, 1945 and the ashes in Renkoji Temple are of 
Netaji. Shri S.C.Bose had dissented from this view. A one 
man commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D.Khosla was appointed 
in 1970 and he too concluded that the casket lodged in the 
Renkoji Temple contained: the ashes of Netaji. 

2. In January 1982, Shri S.C.Bose, the brother of 
Netaji wrote to the then Prime Minister Sint, Indira Gandhi 
saying that "there is no convincing proof that the so-called 
ashes are genuine and that of my brother ....under the 
circumstances it would be wrong to pass of the so-called 
ashes as genuinely being that, of Netaji ....it is besides 
the point as to whether Netaji is still alive or not". He 
opposed the ashes being brought to India and we have no 
indication that his attitude has undergone any change. 

3. Shri Sheel Badra Yajee, Working President of the 
All India Freedom Fighters Organisation has been seeking the 
return of the ashes to India and the building of a suitable 
memorial. . The AIFFO had passed a resolution to this effect 
at its Madras session in September .1983 . Shri L . Joychandra 
Singh of Imphal has also been in touch with Netaji’ s 
associates in India- and Japan to this end. Dr. Sisir Kumar 
Bose, the nephew of Netaji had written to PM on 26 September 
1985 stating that he had no objection to Government taking 
appropriate action to' implement, the AIFFO resolution, of 1983. 

4. The Netaji Subbash Research Foundation, Jaipur 
contests the veracity of the ashes in Japan and opposes their 
transportation to India. The Foundation wants a fresh 
inquiry into Netaji 's disappearance and has approached the 
Rajasthan High Court to direct Government to do so. 


- 2 /- 


2 



/ 


SECR ET 


5. In response to a Lote Sabha Question on 25.2.82 the 
then Foreign Minister had said that various opinions have 
been expressed regarding the urn said to contain Netaji’ s 
ashes and that Government have noted the views of all 
concerned to decide on the most appropriate course of action. 

6. Prime Minister Nehru had visited the Renkoji Temple 

in 1957 followed soon after by President Rajendra Prasad. 
Smt. Indira Gandhi had also visited the temple in 1969 as did 
Shri A. B. Vajpayee and Shri P. V . Narasimha Rao when they 
officially visited Japan as Foreign Ministers in 1977 and 
1982. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi did not, however, visit 
the temple during his visit to Japan in 1985. He had been 
invited to do so by the Chairman of the Netaji Subhash 

Academy which consists of various retired officials of World 
War II vintage who had an association with Netaji when they 
were in the Japanese Imperial Army. It is the leading 
members of this Academy who have made several representations 
seeking to send the ashes to India. They are aware of the 
views of the family of Netaji who do not accept the validity 
and consequently return of the ashes. The views of Netaji 's 
daughter on the subject are not known. 

7. The Japanese Government have not officially 

requested us to accept these ashes. In 1984 the Japanese 
press had reported that Mr. M.Fujio had sought the 

intervention of Prime Minister Nakasone to take up the matter 
with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi; Prime Minister Nakasone 
had not taken up the issue. It is likely that the Japanese 
Government prefers to sidestep this issueas it relates to an 

association with Japanese war time leaders and raises the 

spectre of controversy, to the like of which Japan is 
ektremely sensitive. 

8. The ashes have been lying in the Renkoji Temple 

since 1945. The Government provides a yearly grant to the 

maintenance of the temple in which the ashes are contained. 
The main reasons for the return of the ashes which have been 
put forth have been: 

A t (i) The moral obligation of India to honour the 

National Hero; 

(ii) The chief priest of the temple to whom the 

ashes were handed over died in 1979 and there 
is no guarantee that his son the current 
priest, would have the same reverence; 
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{iii} The leading members of the Netaji Subash 
Academy have either passed away or are 
extremely old and they fear that after their 
demise there would be nobody left to care for 
the ashes. 5 

9. The Government's position so far has been to await 

the building of a National consensus on the question of 
Netaji’s ashes before taking a formal decision to avoid any 
controversy at the present or at a later stage. This is 
because of : 

(i) Netaji’s brother does not believe that the 
ashes are genuine. Government have not been 
informed of any change of this view held by 
members of Netaji’s family; 

(ii) There are a great number of people who believe 
that Netaji did not pass away in an aircrash 
and yet others who believe that he is still 
alive; 

► 

(iii) The absence of a consensus due to the above 
views may create political complications if a 
decision was taken to accept the ashes as 
genuine and bring them to India. It is 
understood Government are not in favour of 
precipitating a controversy on this. 





26.5.1988 


Ministry of External Affairs 
East Asia Division 


SECRET 


fte of, the as hes of Netaj 1 Sub hash Chan dr-a Bose 


Th e ashes of N e t a j i are placed in an u r n w h i c h i s 
mai ntamed at the Renkoj i Temple in Tokyo. The Government of 
India had appointed* an Enquiry Committee in 1956 headed by 
the late Shah Nawaz Khan and including Shri S.C.Bose, the 
el der b rot h e r o f Netaj i. . Th e ma j o r i ty op i n i on o f t h t> 
Committee was that Netaj i met his death in an air crash on 
loth August , 1945 and the ashes in Renkoj i Temple are of 

Netaj i * Shri S.C.Bose had dissented from this view* A one 
man commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D.Khosla was appointed 
in 1970 and he too concluded that the casket lodged in the 
Renkoj i Temple contained tt the ashes of Netaj i . 

, ^ ri January 1982, Shri S.C.Bose, the brother of 

Netaj i wrote to the then Prime Minister 3mt . Indira Gandhi 
saying that "there is no convincing proof that the so-called 
ashes are genuine a n d that of (Tty b r o t h e r .... u n d e r t h e 
circumstances it would be wrong to pass of the so-called 
a s h e s as genuinely being that of N e t a j i . » ■ • i t is beside- 

the point as to whether Netaj i is still alive or not". He 

opposed the ashes being brought to India and we have no 

indication that his attitude has undergone any change. 

3" Shri Sheet Badra Yajee, Working President of the 

All India Freedom Fighters Organisation has been seeking the 
return of the ashes to I n d i a a n d the b u .i 1 d i n g o f a s u 1 1 ab 1 e 
memorial. The A I F F 0 ha d pi as s e d a r e s o 1 u t i on to t h i s effect 
ak its Madras session in September- 1983. Shri L * Joychandra 
Singh of Impihal has also been in touch with Metaji’s 
associates in India and Japan to this end- Dr. Si sir Kumar 
Bose, the nephew of Netaj i had written to PM on 26 September 
1985 stating that he had no objection to Government taking 
appropriate action to implement the A I F F 0 r e s o 1 u t i o n of 1983. 

The Netaj i Subhash Research pounda t ion, Jaipur 
contests the veracity of the ashes in Japan and opposes their 
t ran s p o r t a t i o n to I n d i a . T h e F o u n d a t i o n wa n t s a f r e s h 
inquiry into Netaji’s disappearance and has apip reached the 
Ra j a s t h a n H i g h C o u r t t o d i r e c t Gove r n m e n t to i q s $ 
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5 . in resp o vise to a Lo k Sab h a uues t ion o n Co ■ £. • 3*t In* 
then Foreign Minister had said that various opinions have 
been expressed regarding the urn said to contain Netaji s 
ashes and that Government have noted the views of all 
concerned to decide on the most appropriate course of action* 

6 . Prime Minister Nehru had visited the Renkoj i Temple 
in 1957 followed soon a f t e r b y Pres i d e n t Raj e n d r a P ra s a d ■ 
Smt* Indira Gandhi had also visited the temple in 196-9 as did 
Shr i A *B * Va j payee and Shr-i P ■ 1/ - Nanas imha Rao when >>r.ey 
officially visited Japan as Foreign Ministers in 1977 and 
1 9 32 > Prime Minister* Rajiv G a n d h i d i d n o t , h o w e v e r , v i. s 1 1 
the temple during his visit to Japan in 1985* He had been 
invited to do so by the Chairman of the Netaji Sub hash 
A ca d e my w h i c h consists of various retired officials o f W oil d 
War II vintage who had an association with Netaji when they 
were in t h e Japanese Imperial Army ■ It is t hi e 1 e ad i n g 
members of this Academy who have made several representations 

«j : i ri g to send the ashes to India* They are aware of 
views of the family of Netaji who do not accept the validity 
and consequently return of the ashes* The views of Netaji ’s 
d a u g hi t e r on the s uh j e c t a r e n o t k n own. 

7. fhe Japanese Government have not officially 

requested us to accept these ashes- In 1984 the Japanese 

press had reported that Mr* M-Fujio had sought 
intervention of Prime Minister Nakasone to take up the matter 
w ith p r i m e Minister- I n d i r a Gan dh i ; Prime Minis t e r Na k a s o n e 
had not taken up the issue* It is like I y 1 1 1 a t t hi e J >ap a u e 
Government prefers to sidestep this issueas it relates to an 
association with Japanese war time leaders and raises the 
e.fe e 1 1 r e of controversy, to the like of which Jap :;>i •' '> 

extremely sensitive. 

0. The ashes have been lying in the Renkoj i Temple 

since 1945- The Government provides a yearly grant to the 
ma i n t e n an' c e of the temp 1 e in w hi i c hi the ashes a r e c o n t a i ri e d ■ 
The main reasons for the return of the ashes which have been 
put forth have been: 
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The moral obligation 
National Hero; 


of India to honour the 


The chief priest of the temple to whom the 
ashes were handed over died in 1979 and there 
is not guarantee that his son the current 
priest, would have the same reverence; 
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<iii> The leading members of the Netaj i Subash 
Academy have either passed away or are 
extremely old and they fear that after their 
demise there would be nobody left to care for 
the ashes* 

9* The Government’s position so far has been to await 

the building of a National consensus on the question of 
Netaj i ’ s ashes before taking a formal decision to avoid any 
controversy at the present or at a later stage* This is 
because of : 

<i) Netaj i ’ s brother does not believe that the 
ashes are genuine* Government have not been 
informed of any change of this view held by 
members of Netaj i ’ s family 5 

<ii> There are a great number of people who believe 
that Netaj i did not pass away in an a ire rash 
and yet others who believe that he is still 
alive; 

< i i i > The absence of a consensus due to the above 
views may create political complications if a 
decision was taken to accept the ashes as 
genuine and bring them to India* It is 
understood Government are not in favour of 
precipitating a controversy on this* 


26*5. 198S 



Would you kindly refer to my letter, April 6,i9£8. 




The Authority of Netaji Subha e Chandra Bose Academy Tokyo, 

Japan ie very keen to handover the remain £ of Netaji to India. Will 
it be possible to take it bade during 4Dth year anniversary of Nation's 
Independence which will be concluded on 15 August, 1988. 

$hri gheel Bhadra Tajee (8a) President ,A11 India pr-eedom 
Fighters Organization alto told me that he wanted to bring the remains 
within his life time. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly communicate to me if any 
decision is made on it. 

With kind regards, 


Yfcurs Sincerely, 

j j 

( L. l/JO ICHAN DRA SINGH) 

Shri a.b. Gokhale, 

Secretary ( E & ER ) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Govt. of India, 





, * 








I have for reference your recent 
letter addressed to Shri A.B.Gokhale, 
Secretary (E & EE) drawing attention to your 
earlier communication in the matter of the 
interest on the part of the Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Academy Tokyo to hand over the 
remains of Netaji to India. 


2. Secretary ( E &ER) is at present 

out of station and will, no doubt, be 
intimating to you the results of his 
examination of your earlier letter. 


With kind regards. 



Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajatantra Imphal , 
Manipur . 




Yours sincerely, 




. , 



A.B. GOKHALE 
Secretary (E&ER) 
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26 May 1988 


Dear Shrl Somiah, 

Shrl joychandra Singh, who was associated with 
Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose, has been in touch with this 
Ministry as well as various organisations associated with 
Netaji including the Netaji Academy in Tokyo concerning 
the return of Netaji 's ashes from Japan to India. Shri 
Joychandra Singh's address is: Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajatantra, Imphal (Manipur). In our contact with him 
over the past few years we have been telling him that 
there is no agreement among the surviving relatives and 
other close associates of Netaji on the issue of bringing 
the ashes back to India and that without such agreement, 
it would be veryv difficult to contemplate the proposed 
action. Shri Singh, on his part, has been telling us that 
persons who were close to Netaji would like to see the 
ashes brought back to India. As an example, he has 
informed us that Dr. Sisir Bose, the nephew of Netaji is 
in agreement with the enclosed resolution adopted by the 
AH India Freedom Fighters' Association at its function 
in Sept. 1983 in Madras. 

2. We would appreciate the views of the Ministry 

of Home Affairs and its possible repercusssions. We would 
also wish to have your assessment as to whether a contro- 
versy is likely to be precipitated if there is an official 
move to bring the ashes to India. 


b^S 


With kind regards, 




Shri C.G. Somiah 
Home Secretary 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
New Delhi. 

\ 






Yours sincerely. 


J- 


(A.B. GOKHALE) 
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encl: as above. 
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This meeting of the Ifetioral Council of the 
All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation held at Madras on 
18-19 September 1983 urges upon the Government of Indin that 
the sacred Ashes of ifetaji Siibhash Cfe^ndra Bose, twice President 
of the Indian Natl oral Gbngress and the hero of the Indian 
HeiDlutionbe brought from Japan ti India with natio nal • honours 
and a befitting national memorial be er eted in Del Id commensurate 
with the great historic and re/olutiomry role played by him 
through an armed struggdi against British imperialism for the 
liberation of our country. 



* * * 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFftRIS - 
FREEOCM FIGHTERS’ division 
(POLICY section; 


\y New uelbi-UO 003, dated the 


Subject Bringing of Nejaji's ashes from japan to India, 

i 

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a letter 
addressed to Prime Minister by Shri Sheel Bhadra ISjee, Wording 
President, All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation, New Delhi regarding 
h ringing of Netaji's ashes from Japan to India, As the Prime Minister's 
Office aas requested for submission of a report in this regard, Ministry 
of External Affairs is requested to s end a report to Prime Minister’s 
Office urgently uhder intimation to us. 



Watty. oL nek flplitf. (fejanitfl Attention la 

S uit— N i rurm a - apY -r- ai rec tfl iO 
mi (J.O. N0„4/30/88 - FF ( P) dated 




PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


A copy of letter dated 13 th April, 1960 addressed 
to the Prime Minister by Shri Sheel Hiiadre Yfejee, working 
President, All India freedom Fighters’ Organisation, New Delhi 
regarding bringing of Netaji’s ashes from Japan to India is 
forwarded to the Ministry of Home Affaris. 

* ’ ‘ ■* 

It is requested that the matter may kindly be 
looked into and a report submitted to this Ofiee fpr submission 
to the Prime Minister, 


Sd/- 


( H.C. BAKSHI J 

director 


■>ec rotary. Ministry of Home Affairs 

PM 1 s' Office U. 0. " No, 2(64 "i/65"- PM dated April 21, I960. 


A" 




% 


TO 


Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
Prime Minister of India 
New Delhi. 



Sub: Remains of Nqtaji . 
Respected Prime Minister# 




/ 


While we are celebrating the 40th years of our Independence the 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose# who sacrificed his life for the 
freedom of India# are still lying at Rengkoji Temple# Nakano? Tokyo 
(Japan) for the last 42 years. 


After the reports of the two commissions which were set up by the 
government to v as certain the truth about Netaji' s death in August. _194S# 


We will be grateful if you can take interest in the matter and 
arrange to bring the remains to India with dignity and honour during 
the 40th years celebrations. 


Yours Sincerely# 





were published almost everyone in this country was convinced that 
Netaji is no more and that his death occured due to the plan crash. 

The Japanses authorities had cremated him with full honour at Triphei 
in the presence of Col. Habibur Rahman Deputy Chief of Army staff of 
INA# and Japanese officers. The ashes were later sent to Tokyoa. Late 

i 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad the then President of India# Late Jawaharlal Nehru 
the then Prime Minister of India and Late Shrimati Indira Gandhi# had 
visited the Rengkoji Temple and paid their respect to Netaji. 

• Both Mahatma Gandhi whom Netaji called the Father of the Nation 

and Netaji Qiibhash Chandra Bose, though bom in Gandhi and Bose 
families respectively have for us Indians, belonged to the one family 
of martyrs of the Indian Nation. It is high time something is done to 
bring the remains of Netaji to India and to raise a suitable memorial 
in his honour. The Japanese Soldiers who had fought alongside Netaji 
have been looking after the remains and are anxious that these are sent 
to India. late w€rd has come through an eminent social figure. 


- , - 

Signature ' 

SHF EL E*!AF"U' y * rrr,- .. „ . , 
Name . L'.x-M.P.J 

. ■ ■ _r - v. 
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Address ” 
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No. C/551>i3/31JP 
MINIS TRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAI; 3 
( EAST ASIA DIVISION ) 

■k ft k 


't FR below is a reference from the Freedom 
Fighters Division of the Ministry of Home Affairs forwarding 
a letter addressed to EM by Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee 
regarding bringing of Netaji's ashes from I ■ pan to Indie. 


Jgfi 


2- EMO had re uested MHA to submit a report in this 
.egard. MHA has forwarded it to us with the request to 
send the report to EMO under intimation to MHA. 

Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee has asserted that **10 Commission^ of 
En- uiry on Netaji's death had convinced "almost everyone" 
that Netaji died in the plane crash and was cremated with 
full honours in the pre sence of Col- Habibur F^ahman, Deputy 
Chief of Army Staff of INA and his ashes were sent to 
Tolcyo where they are now preserved. Shri Yajee has also 
said that while we are celebrating the 40th year of 
independence it would be befitting £edc if Netaji's remains 
ao uld be brought to India. The All India Freedom Fighters' 
Organisation had passed a resolution to this effect in 
1983 requesting that the ashds o^ Neta-jib be- brought from Sh} 
Jaj an to India a nd«.be fitting memorial be erected in N v Delhi 


j the ™°- 


A note on the subject of T 'etum of the ashes of 
Netaji is placed below for approval before transmission 
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Under Secrete rv (EA) 
26.5 .1980 
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SECRET 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( EASY ASIA D I V I S I ONT 


Reference PMO's U 0 Number 2(64)/88-PM 
dated 21.4.1988 forwarding a letter addressed 
to PM by Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee regarding 
bringing of Netaji’s ashes from Japan. 


At the request of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, a brief on the subject is being 
enclosed . 


(V K Nambiar) 

Joint Secretary (EA) 


Director, PMO (Shri H C Bakshi) 

UO No. C/551/13/- JP dated 1 June 1988 

Enclosure: Brief. 


Copy without enclosure to Shri Pradeep 
Singh Deputy Secretary, Freedom Fighters Division, 
Policy Section, Ministry of Home Affairs, New 
Delhi with reference to his UO No 4/30/88-FF(P) 
dated 17.5.1988. 


i n 


c 



(V K Nambiar) 
Joint Secretary 
1.6. 1985 
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Dear Shri A*B. Gokhale, 


I am told that Shri Satish Chandra Bose brother of Netaji 
has died 5 years ago. 



The only living family member Is Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose who 
had written a letter to the Prime Minister on 26 September 1985 
stating that he has no objection in bringing the remains of 
Hetaji from Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. 


I 


Should the Govt, of India order fo% a fresh enquiry as 
per direction of Rajasthan High Court, is up to you. I think 
there will be no harm for fresh inquiry by a small committee' 


I will give you full Co-Operation in this matter. 




With kind regards, 






Yours Sincerely 
[ L. iiOYCHAXDRA SINGH 


\ f k ■ 


Shri A*B* Gokhale, 

Secretary ( E & ER ) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

South Block 
N ew D el hi - 1 . 


L. JOYCHANDRA SINGH 


In 
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' Phone No, 


I 


20147 (o) 
20471 (rj 
21 538 (o) 
21494 (o) 


PRAJATANTRA JMPHAL,, 

MANIPUR. INDIA, 


Imphal June 21, 1988 





Dear Shri A.B. Gokhale, 

This is in continuation of my letter 7 June 1988. I 
have received a letter from Shri Ardhendu Bose, son of late 
Sailesh Chandra Bose who reportedly objected in bringing the 
remains of Netaji from Tokyo to India in 1982. He asked me to 
write to Dr Sisir K.Bose regarding the brining of remains of 
s* / 1 Netaji from Tokyo to India ( photo copy of his letter is enclosed 
herewith ) 

Dr Bose already agreed to it and even sent a letter to 
Prime Minister on 26 September 1985. I think, it will be nice 
if we can bring the remains of Netaji during FREEDOM 40/Nehru 
centenary. It will be also very good for the Prime Minister as 
several thausands of freedom fighters want to bring it. 

Regarding Rajasthan High Court Direction, a small 
committee 3/4 persons can be formed and sent to Formosa/Japan 
and asked them to submit report within 15 days. 

I am working very hard, as suggested to find out 
old associate of Netaji in Japan. I will write you as soon as 
I got the information. 


I ^~" 1 




1 




With kind regards. 


A / 

a . 


Yours sincerely 



IANDRA SINGH) 


Shri A.B. Gokhale, 

Secretary ( E & ER) 

Ministry of External Affiars 
Govt of India 
New Delhi 






Ardhendu OS <5&ose 


: Th* Chfiitt 
33, Pochkharitt*Ki ftotd, 

Bomb»y-400 024-tmiU 

ItUphoni ::tDC)C&TK 493 1691 

» I 

Oft t 714, Cflfrtf*. 

7lb Floor, Block No, 214, 

Nariman Point, 

Bombay 400 021. 

Pt>on* t 24 29 M 

T/<Jram : Bo«*»ho«- Bombay 

Tala* * 0n-4763-A^B.Bo*# In 


June, 11, 1988 


Mr. L. Joychandra singh 
Prajatantra Buildings 
Imphal 
Manipur. 


Dear Mr. Singh, 

Thank for your letter dt June 6, 1988 addressed to 
my late father Mr. Sailesh Chandra Bose. My father passed away 
4 years ago. 

Regarding the matter in question I suggest you wfite 
to my cousion Dr.sisiR kumar bose third son of shri sarat Chandra 30se 
at the following address * 

Dr. Sisir K. Bose 
Netaji Bhavan 
33/2 Elgin Road 
Calcutta. 


Thanking you. 
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?1 Phone No. 


loi47 (o) 
20471 (R) 
21538 (o) 
21494 (o) 


PR AJ AT ANTRA IMPHAL, 

MANIPUR, I INDIA, 


Imphal July 18, 1988 




N 



Dear Shri P. V.Narasimha Rao, 

I am extremly happy when you come back in the Ministry 
of External Affiars. I have sent you a telegram congre tula ting 
your return in the Ministry. 

With reference to your letter No*" I665-EAM/84 dated 
June 21, 1984 ( Photo copy is enclosed herewith for easy 
reference) I have been trying to find the way to bring the 
remains of Netaji from Renkoji Temple, Tokyo to India. 


(I) I have contacted Netaji family members as per your-v, 
suggestion. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, nephew of Netaji, has written 


a letter dated 26 September 1985 to the Prime Minister stating 


that he has no objection in bringing the remains to India. (his^ 
letter is with Shri A.B. Gokhale, Secretary) The prime Minister* 
also received it vide Shri V George's letter No F No I I/I 6/85- 
FMP-III dated 9 Oct 1985 to me. p 

(2) Shri Sailesh Chandra Bose, brother of Netaji, whe 
earlier opposed to brining the remains of Netaji from Jap an tj 
India, has died 4 years ago. His son Shri Ardhendu Bose 
entrusted the matter to his cousin Dr Sisir Kumar Bose, (phot 
copies of bis letter is with Shri A.B. Gokhale Secretary) 

(3) I have visited Japan to make enquiry about tha-/ 
remains of Netaji in last October 1987. I met several people ■ 
including Ex- General and members of Netaji Suba Chandra Bose 
Accademy, Tokyo. I also met Shri Shyam Saran of Etabassy of 
India, Tokyo, All Japanese Ex-soldiers who fought side by sid 
with Netaji 's INA expressed their desire to send the remains; 
to India. 

(4) Mr T.Hayashida (then 2nd Lt aged 26 ) who escorid 
Netaji along with Col. Habib-ur-Rahaman to Taipei and who 
survived at the Air Crash is still alive. His age is now ab( 


70. He, along with Col. Habib ur Rahaman and others, escort ec 
Netaji' s remains and deposited it in Renkoji Temple on 5 Sei 


1945. 


P.T.O. 


JOYCHANDRA SINGH 


G 3 - 



PRAJATANTRA IMPHAL, 

MANIPUR, INDhA, 


1 


(5) Dr Taneyoshi Yoshimi who treated Netaji at the Army 
Hospital after the plane accident at Taiphei is still alive. 

He is very old now. 

(6) Out of 6 Japanese officers including Col. Habib ur 
Rahaman who survived at Taiphei plane accident, Mr T. Tayashida 
is still alive. Mr Aoyagi and Mr Nakamiya have died. My men in 
Japan are trying to locate the where-about of Mr Nonogaki, 

Mr Kono and Mr Sakai. 

(7) The death of Netaji and his remains at Renkoji 
temple is confirmed. The Netaji* s family members have agreed 
to bring it to India. 

(8) The only hurdle is the Judgement of Rajasthan 
High Court dt 18 January 1986 directing the Government of 
India to enquire afresh into the disappearence of Netaji. No 
authority, at that time did give death certificate as the Civil^ 
Authority did not function as a result of the War. 

A small committee/commission consisting of 2 or 3 
people may be set up as per direction of the Rajasthan High 
Court and sent them to Japan and Taipei for enquiry when those 
serving members of Netaji' s then entourage are still alive. 

(9) If we do not do something about the remains of 
Netaji even after his death A3 years ago, the World history 
and future generations will not forgive us. 

An early guide line will be higly appriciated as 
per your letter No I665-EAM/84 dated 21 june 1984. — 

With kind regards, 

Biclo: as above 






rOYCHANDRA SINGH) 


Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao 

Union Minister for External Affiars 

Govt of India 

South Block 

New Delhi-I 
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No. 1665-EAM/84 New Delhi 

June 21, 1984 
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Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 

Please refer to your letter of 23rd May 
1984, addressed to the Prime Minister, suggesting 
that the remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
should be brought to India from the Renkoji Temple 
in Tokyo where they are at present. 

As your letter Itself suggests, you are aware 
of the controversy surrounding this question, 
including the serious reservations expressed by 
some members of Netaji' s family. This controversy 
has figured in our media from time to time and 
also in the Parliament. 

I need hardly state that we all hold Netaji 
In very high esteem. * But, at the same time 
we would be reluctant to do anything which might 
only add to the controversy surrounding Netaji' s 
remains. Your letter gives the impression of 
possible rethinking on the part of some members of 
the Netaji family on this question. It would be 
better If those members of the Netaji family who 
have been opposed to this idea In the past were to 
formally communicate their views to us, 
particularly if they think differently now. 

I fully agree with you that there should be 
a national con sensus on thi s question before the 

TJovernment takes a formal decision HO that a 

controversy in any form is avoided at a later stage. 
Any efforts on your part towards this end would be 
most welcome. 



With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 

f-l/- , 

(P.V. Narasimba Rao) 


Shrl L. Joychandra Singh 
Prajatantra Buildings 
Imphal 
(Manipur) 
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Imphal July 8, 198 8. 


Dear Shri A*B. Gokhale, 


/ 


I have received a letter from Mr. T. Shimoda (Japan) enclosing 
copies of letters, correspondence between Prime Minister and News 
Paper cuttings of Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida. 



Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida's note is self Explanatory about the 
death of Netaji* He was one of the surviving Japanese who escorted 
the remains of Netaji from Taipei to Tokyo. ( At that time he was 
Second lieutenant aged 2b ) Shri Saisesh Chandra Bose who objected 
in bringing the remains of Netaji has died 4 years ago, his son 
Shri Ai'dhendu Bose has entrusted the job to his Cousin lr. Sisir 
Kumar Bose, and Dr. Bose has written a letter to the Prime Minister 
on 26 September 1985 stating that he has no objection in bringing 
the remains of Netaji from Tokyo. y 


The only hurdle may be the Judgement of Bajasthan High Court* 
Ifince all facts of the remains of Netaji has been es tablished, you 
/ j may kindly consider to constitute a small Committee/Commission as 
r direction of the Court to give a final shape on this matter. 

I have also written a letter to Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida to furnish 

^ I feel, a time has come to do something about the remains of 

Netaji. 

eJ qajJl 




j A jL u ■ With kind regards, 

1 /.„!> . 


ETbD 


Yoi^s sincerely 


( L. 


tiOY CHANDRA SINGK ) 


Shri A*B* Gokhale, 

Secretary ( E & ER J 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

South -^lock 
New ^elhi . 
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To the Chief Editor 




Repeated Appeal for the Return to India of 

Netaji's Remains in Japan 


Dear Sir, 

The purpose of this letter is to entreat your company's 
cooperation with us in returning the Bose's remains laid in 
Japan back to India as early as possible. The details of 
the matter will be mentioned below, 

I am one of the foreigners who have deep admiration for 
great Netaji. On September 5, 1945, I (then a second 
lieutenant aged 26} and Colonel Raman, a Bose’s said, 
escorted from Taipei to Tokyo his remains and articles left 
behind, 

I can not feel World War II is over until the remains of 
Netaji, who was a national hero, one of the great con- 
temporary revolutionary leaders in the world and an eternal 
friend and a comrade of the thoughtful Japanese, return 
with glory to the earth of India and her people he loved. 

I can never die in peace until I confirm the fact of this 
return. Though his articles left behind were quickly dis- 
posed, the remains have not yet been taken over by anybody 
since they were laid in state in Renkoji, Tokyo forty two 
years ago. 

To our regret, a myth that Netaji “lives" still exists in . 
India, However his death is a stern reality, Ninety years 
have already passed since his birth, and I, a young 
lieutenant in the past, have become sixty seven years old. 

It is needless to say that man is hard to live at 90, 

Under those circumstances, the Indian government dispatched 
twice an investigation committee to survey the cause of his 
death. The first investigation committee was sent in 1956, 
headed by Shau Wards Khan, and the second was in 1966 headed 
by G.D. Khosla. As a result it was concluded that the re- 
mains temporarily laid in state in Renkoji Temple, 



rs 

r 1 

Suginami-ku, Tokyo were certainly the Netaji's. Therefore,, 
President Prasad, Prime Minister Nehru, Prime Minister 
Gandhi and Dr, S.K, Bose and Mrs. Bose paid a visit to 
Renkoji whenever they came to Japan* Bose’s death is a fact 
and the remains laid in Renkoji are surely the Netaji's, 

This fact is undeniable. 

After the war, I lived in Fukuoka, where I operated a 
^.Chinese restaurant. Besides it, I have been making efforts 
and spending my own money on the campaigns for returning 
the remains to India and honoring Netaji. Meanwhile, I at- 
tended twice the Netaji ‘s Birth Festival - the first was the 
74th Festival held in January, 1971 and the second was the 
85th in January, 1982. Further I appealed over again for 
the return of his remains at the international seminars on 
Netaji in which I participated. I published "The Life of a 
Tragic Hero - Subhas Chandra Bose 11 (in Japanese) from 
Shin ju-sha, Tokyo to appeal to the public about Netaji's 
greatness and the return of his remains, and "Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose" (in English} from Allied Publishers Private, 
Ltd. in Bombay, India to introduce to the Indian people the 
details of the truth of his death. 

These actions of mine mentioned above were only motivated 
by my pure wishes, never influenced by private interests or 
pressure from the outside, nor supported by any financial 
support from others. I only wish earnestly that his remains 
may be taken over and received with the utmost honor by the 
independent Indian Government, 

Mr, Ryoichi Sasagawa, Chairman of the Japan Shipbuilding 
Industry Foundation, has proposed to bear all the necessary 
expenses for returning the Bose's remains to India if both 
governments have no budget for it. Please inform your 
people of the truth and help rest his soul in peace which 
has been astray these 42 years. I sincerely wish that this 
hero of independency may be a lasting guardian deify of 
India in conformity with the customs and religious dis- 
ciplines of India* 

I shall highly appreciate ycur cooperation in the matter. 
August 18, 1987, the anniversary of Bose's death, 

.m / 

Tr:tsuo H ay ash r da 



Postscript 

Details of VIP's and Netaji family's visit to his grave: 

(1) Prime Minister Nehru paid a visit to Renkoji Temple 
on October 13, 1957 during his trip to Japan, 

(2) President Prasad visited Renkoji Temple on October 4, 

* 1958 while he stayed in Japan. 

(3) Prime Minister Gandhi visited this temple on June 25, 
1969 when he came to Japan. 

(4) A .direct appeal was made (through Mr, Ryugan Sugiyama) 
to Prime Minister Desai in June, 1978 for taking over 
the remains , 

(5) Anita Phaff, the child of late Bose, and his wife 
visited Renkoji Temple on August 24, 1979. 

£6) Dr, S.K. Bose and his wife visited the temple. He 
said in reply to the direct appeal that he wanted 
some more time to enlighten his relatives and the 
public . 


For further information, please see my works shown below: 

(1) "The Life of A Tragic Hero - Subhas Chandra Bose", 
published by Shinju-sha, Tokyo, , 

(2) "Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose", published from Allied 
Publishers Private, Ltd, 










H;S. Shah 
Joint Secretary 
to Rrime Minister 

V.“ /.*'/. / '/ // ^ 


Dear Mr. Hayashida , 


*n0 TuriHn 

Prime Minister’s Office 
New Dft-iii-110011 



•/ 


June 27, 1978. 


:¥ 




The Prime Minister has received 
your letter dated June 12, 1978, forwarded 
by Mr. Tatsumaru Sugiyama, General Secretary 
of Z.C.W.A* on the subject of Ashes of 
Metaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The Prime 
Minister will write to you on the subject 
in course of time. 

Yours sincerely, 

(H.S. Shah) 

Mr. Tat $uo Hayashida, 

38 21st Street SChome Hartiyoshi, 

Fukuoka JAB\N-810. 



Private Secretary to 
the Price Minister 


SPIT* TUrfsT* 

• Pt5*ft-U*"U 

Prime Minister's Ohce 
New T>n_Hi-]10011 

February 22, 1979 



Dear Sir, 

X am desired to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of November 16, 1973 
addressed to Mr. H.S. Shah, Joint Secretary, 
to the Prime Minister. 


Sours faithfully 




(N.S. Sreeramaa) 



Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida 


, ;/ M , Qo 

sBttitn Wednesday, July 29, f9T0 The ft 
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Chandra Bose: Indian Patriot 


NET A 31 6CBHAS CHAN- 
DBA BOSE — His Great Strug- 
gle rjnd Martyrdom, By Tntsuo 
H ay « bh Ida. (Eng): t r ar, s ■ 
lotion tdited. by Eifiwanalh 
Chatterjpr). Published by 
Allied Publisher* (Bombay, 
Pal cut (a, New Ilelhb Madras 
and Bangalore). 1B3 pages. 

Subhas Chandra ^se was 
one of India's greatest patri- 
ots. He was a legend in his 
time and he is still remember- 
ed by many in his country as 
a persistent and devoted pur 



included. As the author points 
out, the people connected with 
the last phases of Bose's life 
are fast disappearing or their 
memories are fading. The 
book which was originally 
Is thus 
plcting the 
after the 
first hand 

sources. 

The writer also unfolds the 
“secret" of what happened to 
the “treasures" which Bose 


Author Toteuo HayashP 
dc seen with Indian Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gan- 

_ ^■PdhL 

£U^r'of*7ndian "independence. B t0 {he imperial General £? d 7** ht £ 8t . the 
His sudden disappearance Me3dnwart « rs in Tokvo The 1 his deaths He does so with 
from India during World War ^Ip took thi^e days and some reluctance, for as he 
II, his emergence in Germ a* ^ ur jj,g that time the box wrap- points out, “In postwar Japan, 

?s “ a . «n a rs'.,‘"<J ap h“ s ■as.-s “•"« ™ “ km " 

struggle as leader of the Indi- K2~™ ch st what happened to the ■treasure 

an National Army and the h (r i; ^ _ _ ■ . J^etaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

head of the Provisional 1 That was when I resolved left behind than - in, the sad 
Government of Tree India to find out all I could about death of the great leader him- 
gave him a heroic aura all his great Indian hero" self." 

0WT1 ‘ Vu?f ^P 3 °Hng the “erosion of, 

Bose’s tragedy was com- h^\°come an obsessio^v.ith the traditionally good ouati : 
pounded by his choice of the fl., author who has made tles of t * le Japanese In the 
losing side in the last war. He ,™“ Postwar period Hayashiria 

was assured of a brilliant £?* v™t P 1« discusses the fate of the 

future on a par with fr0Tn Fukuoka home in treasure Jn detail because of 

Mahatma Gandhi and Premier eearch of material on Bose, hu desire “to convince some 
Nehru— had he been present The writer w r as motivated Japanese who are spiritually 
in the postwar Indian scene. &y a sense of real grief over so , depraved and demoralized 
But to the day of his untimely fact that Bose was unable that they take an extraordina- 
death In an airplane accident .achieve his lifelong am- ry interest in Netaji's 
at .the Taipei airport on Aug. Lilian because of his untijnely treasure," 

IS, TUI; — a few days after the death and by a. desire to Though .the author is rot a 

Japanese surrender,. Bose Perpetuate the memory of this p ror es-ional writer he dies 

never faltered in his resolve S’**! 3 m , sn , whose ashes are £ n excellent Job— laree’v 
,o win freedom for h* ^u^h.s^devo^oVto 6 ^ 

country. ' ^enkoji m torjo. it mk The book )s thus faset- 

As a matter of fact, he was Ketaji’s ashes deposited In \-^ St °nrt 

on his way to surrender to the India and to have him honored tal look buo the background 
Soviets in Manchuria in an and Wred as “thTiatf5* of of evenls taking P'a« in 
cff*t to continue his fight for jndiaThtdepmdence ’’ an Asla under Japanese 

independence when he was tt’hen India’s Premier Mrs nomination, 
killed in the plane crash. The j n dra Gandhi visited Tokyo Hayashida is now. working 
Japanese Government, of year, Hayashida was one another volume on Netaji 
course, .had objected to_nls Q r t^ ose who paid her a Subhas Chandra Bose, a photo 
ipinljg the Russians, but Bose courtesy call. album w hich includes photo- 

baa his way. Hayashida 's book, while -Er^Phs not read iiy' available 

1 Tatsuo Hayashida f s Interest briefly describing Nttajfs anywhere else, * 
in the life of Subhas Chandra career up to the lime of his The author's other project 
Bose began with the fatal ac- death, goes Into the full de- at the moment Is to find wavs 
cldent - At the war's end, he tails of the air accident which and means or returning 
was on assignment with the took his life, .The reml- Netajl's ashes now resting at 
Taiwan Army Command, and niseenoes of several people HenkojL a quiet temple m 
lie W£J£ ordered to escort the who were directly concerned Tokyo's Suginanfl Ward, to 
ashes and the belongings of with the ill-fated flight are also his Indian homeland. {Y 0.1 
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j; Chandra Bose’s Mysterious 
Death Cleared Up In Book 

— Written By Talsuo Hay ashid a — * ■' 
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.NO. 14/1/88-1 


Dear Shri 



# 5 > 1 ? 

HOME SECRET, 
*TTOf tf<TT T 

NMENT OF I 
Demi-JIOOOi 
Ally 12, 1988. 


\ 


Please refer to your d.o . letter 
N0.3175/Secy(E&ER)/88 dated the 26th 
May, 1988 regarding the return of Netaji's 
ashes from Japan to India. 



2. We are of the view that shifting 
of the ashes which are at present kept 
in Renkegi Temple, Tokyo either to Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo or to India is likely 
to give rise to an avoidable controversy 
and it would be advisable to continue 
the status quo. It may be recalled that 
this matter was discussed in a meeting 
of the Cabinet on 21.11.1977 when the 
consensus was that the ashes should 
continue to remain in Tokyo for the 
time being. Further the amount of 
Rs.60,000/- which is the cost of keeping 
the ashes in the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo 
cannot be said to be a huge amount 
and there is no reason why this amount 
should go up sharply. 

3. In the circumstances we would 
suggest that the status quo should be 
maintained. 

With regards, ^ / 

YourSsS ineerely, 

/ fi CXEjrSomiah ) 

Shri A.B. Gokhale , 

Secretary (E&.ER) 

Ministry of External Affairs , 

New Delhi. 


SECRET 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( EAST ASIA DIVISION ) 


This relates to the question of bringing Netaji's 
ashes from Japan to India. 

Netaji died on 18.8.1945 in a hospital at 
Taihoku(Taiwan) . Two days later his body was cremated 
and ashes were carried to Tokyo in the begining of / 
September, 19^5. The ashes were taken to the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo and were deposited there. The ashes 
are still there placed in an urn which is maintained 
at this Temple in tokyo. 

2. The Government of India has appointed an Enquiry 
Committee in 1956 headed by the late Shah Nawaz Khan 
and including Shri S.C. Bose, the elder brother^of 
Netaji. The majority opinion of the Committee was 
that Netaji met his death in an air crash on 18.8.1945 
and the ashes in Renkoji Temple are ofh Netaji. 

Shri S.C. Bose had dissented from this view. A one-man 
Commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D. Khosla was 
appointed in 1970 and he too concluded that the casket 
lodged in the Renkoji Temple contained the ashes of 
Netaji. In January 1982 Shri S.C. Bose wrote to the 
then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi saying that 
there is no convincing proof that the so called ashes 
are genuine. 

3. Shri L. Joychandra Singh, who was associated 
with Netaji, has been in touch with this Ministry as 
well as various organisations associated with Netaji 
including the Netaji Academy in Tokyo concerning the 
return of Netaji's ashes from Japan to India. He has 
informed us that Shri S.C. Bose who objected to bringing 
the remains of Netaji has died four years ago, his son 
Shri Arvind Bose has entrusted the job to his cousin 

Dr. Sisir Bose who had written a letter to the Prime 
Minister on 26th September, 1985 stating that he agrees 
to the resolution adopted by All India Freedom Fighters 
Organisation implying thereby that he has no objection 
to bringing the remains of Netaji from Tokyo. The text 
of the Resolution is as follows: 

QUOTE 

This meeting of the National Council of the All 
Indian Freedom Fighters Organisation held at Madras 
on 18-19 September, 1983 urges upon Government of India 
that the sacred ashes of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, 
twice President of the Indian National Congress and 
the Hero of the Indian Revolution be brought from 
Japan to India with national honour and a befitting 
national memorial be erected in Delhi, commensurat ing 
with the great historic and revolutionary role played 
by him through an armed struggle against British 
imperialism for the liberation of our country. 

UNQUOTE - 

4. The Netaji Subash Research Foundation, Jaipur v, 
contests the veracity of the ashes in Japan and opposed 
their transportation to India. The Foundation wants 

a fresh enquiry into Netaji's disappearance and has 
approached the Rajasthan High Court to direct the 
Government of India to do so. 


SECRET 
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5. The ashes had been lying in Che Renkoji Temple 
since 1945. Government provides an yearly grant for 
the maintenance of the Temple in which the ashes are 
contained. The main reasons for the return of the 
ashes have been put forth had been: 

(i) The Moral obligation of India to honour the 
National Hero; 

(ii) The chief priest of the Temple to whom the 
ashes were handed over died in 1979 and 
there is no guarantee that his son the 
current priest, would have the same 
reverence ; 

(iii) The leading members of the Netaji Subash 
Academy have either passed away or are 
extremely old and they fear that after 
their demise there would be nobody left 
to care for the ashes. 

6. Secretary (East) took up the matter with the 
Ministry of HOme Affairs for their views and the 
possible repercussions and also their assessment as to 
whether controversy is likely to be precipitated if 
there is an official move to bring the ashes to India. 

The Home Secretary has expressed the view that shifting 
of the ashes which are at present kept in the Temple 

at Tokyo either to Indian Embassy in Tokyo or to India 
is likely to give rise to an avoidable controversy and it 
would be advisable to continue the status quo. It 
might be recalled that this matter was discussed in 
a meeting of the Cabinet on 21.11.1977 when the consensus 
was that the ashes should continue to remain in Tokyo 
for the time being. The Home Secretary has further 
stated that the amount of Rs.60 000 which is the 
cost of keeping the ashes in the Temple at Tokyo 
cannot be said to be huge amount and there is no 
reason why this amount should go up. 


( K.N. VASUDEVA ) 
UNDER SECRETARY (EA) 
8 . 8.88 
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PR AJAT ANTRA IMPHAL. 

MANIPUR, |NO!4, 


Imphal July 16, 1966 


Dear Shrl P. V.Naraqlmha Rao, 


X am extremly happy whan you cone back In tba Mlnietrj 
if External Af flare. I have sent you a telegram congratulating 

your return in the Ministry* 

" * # 

With reference to your letter No I665-EAM/64 dated 
June 21, 1984 ( Photo copy la enclosed herewith for easy 
reference) I have been trying to find the way to bring the 
remains of Netajl from Renkojl Temple, Tokyo to India. 


(I) 1 have contacted Netajl family members as per your 
suggestion. Dr. Si air Kumar Bose, nephew of Netajl, has written 
a letter dated 26 September 1983 to the Prime Minister stating 
that he has no objection in bringing the remains to India. (his 
letter is _wlth Shrl A.B* Gokhale, Secretary) The prime Minister 
also received It vide Shrl V George’s letter No F No II/I6/65- 
PMP-III dated 9 Oct 198? tdf me. 


(2) Shrl Sallesh Chandra' Bose, brother of Netajl, who 
^earlier opposed to brining the remains of Netajl from Japan to 
India, has died 4 years ago. His eon Shrl Ardhendu Bose 
entrusted the matter to his cousin Dr Slslr Kumar Bose, (photo 
copies of hie letter is with Shrl A.B.Gokhale Secretary) 

(3) I have visited Japan to make enquiry about the 
remains of Netajl in last October 1987* I met several peopla 
Including Ex- General and members of Netajl Suba Chindra Boee 
Accademy, Tokyo. I also met Shrl Shyam Saran of Embassy of 
India, Tokyo. All Japanese Ex-soldiers who fought side by side 
with Netajl* a I1JA expressed thalr desire to Bend the remains 


to India. 

(4) Mr T.Hayaahida (then 2nd Lt aged 26 ) who escorted 

Netajl along with Col. Habib-ur-Rahaman to Taipei and who 

survived at the Air Crash Is still alive. His age is now about 

70. Ha, along with Col. Habib ur Rahaman and others, escorted 
Netajl^s remains and deposited it in Renkoji Temple on 5 Sept 


1945. 


' ' 


P.T.O, 


yt JOYCMANOHA SINOH 
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PRAJATANTRA IMPHAL, 

MANM'll*, |NC>IA f 


(5) Dr Taneyoohi Yoshiral who treated Netaji at the ft ray 
Hospital after the plane accident at Taiphei Is still alive* . 

He is very old now* 

Jf 

(6) Out of 6 Japaneseeofficeps including Col* Habib ur 
Rahaman who survived at Taiphei plane accident, Mr T.Tayaehida 
Is still alive* Mr Aoyagi and Mr Nokamlya have died. My men in 
Japan are trying to locate the where-about of Mr Nonogaki, 

Mr Kono and Mr Sakai* 

(7) The death of Netaji and his remains at Renkojl 
temple is confirmed* The Netaji 's family members have agreed 
to bring it to India. 

(8) The only hurdle is the Judgement of Rajasthan 
High Court dt 18 January 1986 directing the Government of ' 
India to enquire afresh into the disappearance of Netaji* No 
authority, at that, time did give death certificate as the Civil 
Authority did not function sb a result of the War. 

A small commit tee/ commission consisting of 2 or 3 
people may be set up as per direction of the Rajasthan High 
Court and sent them to Japan and Taipei for enquiry when those 
serving members of Netaji* e then entourage are Btill alive* 

(9) It we do not do something about the remains of 
Netaji even after his death 43 years ago, the World history 
and future generations will not forgive us* 

An early guide line will be higly appriciated as 
per your letter No I665-EAM/84 dated 21 June 1984* 


With kind regards, 

* 

Enclo t as above 

Shrl P*V* Naraslmha Rao 
Union Minister for External Affiars 
Govt of India 

South Block v " 

> / > 

New Delhi-I 1 
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July 22, 1988 

-- 

I thank you for your kind message of 

congratulations on my appointment as Minister 
- * 

of ExteVnal Affairs. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

I 

/ *V- ^ 0 ^*^ 

v (P.V. Naraslmha Rao) , 

Shrl L. Joychandra Singh, 

Prajatantra Imphal, 

( MANIPUR.) 
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L. JOYCHANDRA SINGH 


M* 



eM 


ftT /y. 


vfA ’ 










AA, L 


^l.») 


Jj - — "- 3 ' 

Mej^X r 
jJ[Ml 


J W 

*) 


77? 




7 0 j}j* 

PP 


20147 (o£jg. 


Phone No. 

i(j/& 


20471 (rj. 
21538 (o) 
to) 


u ^)j 

1 (k J PRAJATANTRA JA^gfk*L„ 

I 1 MANIPUR, lNOfA.7 / 

Imphal August 26, 1988 


<XJ -Cct/l— P.V. N £vyvA-*c_ (^-£> 


7 


Thank you very much for ack. my congretulation 
to you ( Photo Copy enclosed for easy reference) 

Would you kindly refer to my letter dated July 
18, 1988 (photo copy is enclosed herewith for easy ref:) 

Meanwhile, I have received death Certificate of 
Netaji Subash chandra Bose from Dr Taneyoshi Yoshimi' who 
treated him at Taipei Army Hospital ( Photo copy is enclosed 
herewith for easy reference) 

I have toured throughout India many times, several 
lakhs of freedom fighters and their friends and relatives 


want to bring the remains of Netaji from Japan. Col Dhill r 


( I don’t know he is still alive or not), Dr Sisir Bose 
Col. Sagal, Pandit Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Mr M. Koireng sir 
President IN A Memorial Committee, several Ex INA asked toj 
to work for this. 



Allmost all freedom fighters are and were Cong 


1 


■A J 


ir 

men. It will give a very good image to Prime Minister Shri. 
Rajiv Gandhi in India and abroad for respecting Netaji who 


sacrificed his life for the cause of freedom. 

When Prime Minister Shri Gandhi gave a speech 
4 April 1988 at Imphal, made a very beautiful r^£ei\ 
Netaji, several thausands people aplauded him. 


/ 




I think, all hurdle is over accept one P 


/ 


High Court Judgement, that also can be overcome easily,. 


im 




Shri Narasimha Rao 
Externation Affairs Minister 
New Delhi 



/ 





"S 





No. C/55I/13/81-JP September 27, 1988 



I have -for reference your letter 
dated August 26, 1988 addressed to the Minister 
of External Affairs. 

In this connection I may recall 
Minister of External Affairs 1 earlier communi- 
cation to you that notwithstanding the very 
high esteem In which we all hold Netajl, we 
would be reluctant to do anything which might 
only add to the controversy about Netaji's 
remains* It would be best for a national consen- 
sus to emerge before the Government takes 
a formal decision in the matter* We would 
of course be happy to receive from you from 
time to time information on developments In 
this regard. 





3 

Yours sincerely, 

Jh 

( A.a Gokhale ) 



Shri L. Joychandra Singh 

Prajatantra 

Imphal. 

(Manipur) 






Jtrt'ffEAfltsrS 




Pl&T 
*TRT 

MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

New Delhi-110011 


December 19S8 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 

Please refer to your letter dated November 12, 1988, 
regarding your meetings with pressmen and political party leaders" 
which confirmed the high esteem in which we ail hold Netaji, 
The position is still the same as has been communicated to 
you by me earlier and reiterated by Shri A.B. Gokhale in his 
letter dated September 27, 1988. ‘ 

With regards, 



Yours sincerely, 

(P.V.Narasimha Rao) 


Shri L, Joychandra Singh, 
Prajat antra Buildings, 
IMPHAL 
(Manipur) 
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L. JOYCHANDRA SINGH 







■lib tr); v 

^ " j %S^ 




ten 2-Hem) & 

Phonei 21494 < R > 
non 121538 (o) 

L 20471 <o) 


■ A> 

0T 


U 



L 






M 

>4’' 



PRAJATANTRA BUILDINGS. IMFHAL^ 

MANIPUR, INDIA. 


Imphal N«v. 1g»196S* 


Dear Shri Narasimha ^aa, 







I have received a letter Na .C/551/ 1 V 8J f“JR 5t. Sept. 27, 
1988 fraa Shri A.B. Gakhale, Secretary, Ministry af External 
Affairs, New Delhi ( Phata capy is enclased herewith f*r easy 
reference). After receiving his letter I net many pressmen at 
Press club af India in frant af Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi and 
many pall ti cal party leaders. I have alsa discussed with Shri 
Sheel Bhadra Yajee, President af All India freedam fighters 
arganisati an. 


Many af them expressed their desire ta bring the remains 
af NetajJi ta India. The anly party which has gat sane reservatisn 

is cemrmnist party (CPI) as they appased quit^* India mavement— — — 

* 

In a press nate the Gavernment may express its desire ta 
bring the remains af Netaji ta India within next year ta see t 
reactian af the palitical parties and general public. There wiliu 


be na harm ta express its desire. 

Yau may kindly cansider ta take a palitical decisian in 
this matter. 

If the general public and palitical parties da nat want 
ta respect and hanaur the persan wha sacrificed hie life far 
the cause af Independence af India, we may clase the chapter. 

An early reply will be highly appreciated. 

With kind regards. 


i 


I 


Shri Narasimha Baa, 

Minister af External Affairs, 
Sauth Black, 

New Delhi - t. 





( I. JCYfjHANDRA SINGH ) 



No. C/551/13/81-JP 


fttrit, srf p^v 



SECRETARY 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

September 27, 1988 




^ C Aa- K- 

I have for reference yout letter 
dated August 26, (988 addressed to the Minister 
of External Affairs. 

,o . 

In this connection I may recall 
Minister of External Affairs' earlier communi- 
cation to you that notwithstanding the very 
high esteem in which we all hold Netajl, we 
would be reluctant to do anything which might 
only add to the controversy about Netajl's 
remains. It would be best for a national consen- 
sus to emerge before the Government takes 
a formal decision in the matter. We would 
of course be happy to receive from you from 
time to time information on developments In 
this regard. , .» 

Yours sincerely, 

( A.B. Gokhale ) 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh 

Prajatantra 

Imphah 

(Manipur) . 0 
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TELE X 




PRO Ms FOREIGN NEW DELHI 
TOs INIEMBASSY TOKTD 


DGM PROM US(EA) 

KINDLY IEFQGJR DffSOJSSIOfB HEG. JOINT 
I NIX)- J A PA. N STUDY OH NETAJI( . ) GRATEFUL TO HAVE 
EE TAILS AT THE EARLIEST (.) 


N.T.T. 



( AHJNK. SINGH ) 
UNDER SE CRETARYCEA) 
6. 12.1988 
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No. s Pi- 30087 
Dated: 03/11/89 



Communication dated 02/15/89 





from BH. R.D. MATHUR 



harayana 


is -forwarded to the secretary to the Government o-f India, 

Ministry of - „ EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ...... 

Department of ........ a «...**.» P ............ 

New Delhi, in continuation of this Secretariat Number 



j 







■for appropriate action. 


2. The communication has not 
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ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS' ORGANISATION 


7, JANTAR MANTAR ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001 


MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDIUM : 

Baba Frlthvi Singh Azad t Punjab 
Prof, MG, Ranga, M.P., Andhra Pradesh 
Com. Shiv Verma, U.P. 

P.K. Khanna, Ex, M.P. U.P. 

Chaudhary Ranbir Singh, Ex MP, Haryana 
Manmath Nath Gupta, New Delhi 
Com, Ram Kishan, Ex MP, Delhi 
Magan Lai Bagdi, Ex MP, Maharashtra 
Col Mahboob Ahmad, 1NA, Bihar 
Satish Chanda Saha, West Bengal 
Capt. Ranjit Singh, INA, Punjab 


Mo AlffQ/N/l/89 



New 


£T9"V' 


Delhi April 4, 1989 
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To 

The President 
Ketdji 3ubeschandre 
Tokyo, 

Japan 


hose 



WORKING PRESIDENT : 

Shed Bhadra Yajee, Ex MP, Bihar 


Sir, 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 


P, Thimma Reddy, Ex Minister, A.P. 

Dr. T. Kannan, Tamilnadu 

Shyam Naratn Kashmiri, Madhya Pradesh 

M, Koireng Singh, INA, Ex CM, Manipur 

B.K. Pani, Ex MP, Orissa 

Cbm. Channan Singh, Punjab 

Ram Kishan Rastogi, Ex M.LC, LIP. 

Meher Chand Ahuja, Ex Haryana 

Joganand, Gujarat 

Lt, Smt. Man vat i Arya, INA, LLP. 

Mungeri Lai, Ex Minister, Bihar 

Aurobindo Bose, Ex M.L.C, West Bengal 


subjects Bringing of regains of Netaji 

, Subaschanc'ra Bose from RengKoll / 
Tomple, Tokyo, Jepan to India. 




All India freedom fighters' Organisation 
has deceidid to bring the remains of Netaji from Rengkoji 
Temple, Tokyo, Japan to India during this year. 


TREASURER 


Prof. Mahesh Dutt Mishra, Ex MP, 
Madhya Pradesh 


GENERAL SECRETARIES 


Shashi Bhushan, Ex MP, 

Madhya Pradesh 

VX. Sunder Rao, Andhra Pradesh 
Capt, S.S. Yadav, INA, Haryana 
Rajenderpal Singh Warrior, LLP, 



'This organisation wants assistance from Ex- 
Japanese soldiers/of fleers who fought side by side with 
INA for the freedom of India. 

We want to set up a committee with your 
representatives tc work out details of the plan for 
bringing the sacred aches from Japan to India with 
dignity and honour in s manner which will be 
befitting to a National hero. 

we are looking forward to hearing from 


end. 


your 


Com. Girdhar Thakkar, Maharashtra 
N, Alexander, Ex MP, Kerala ^ 


SECRETARIES 


Rambhau Nishal Maharashtra 
Purshotam Kakodkar, Goa 
Dhiren Rhowmick, West Bengal 
Ram Avtar Shastri, Ex MP, Bihar 
Vishvanath Mathur, New Delhi 
K B. Chaudhari, Assam 
Jagat Ram Joshi, Delhi 
S.K. Sintra, Bihar 
Bansi Lai Lohadia, Ex MP, Rajasthan 
Kunj Bihari Pathak, Madhya Prad> 
A.P. Sunder Rajan, INA, Tamilnadu 
SunderJal Jain, Maharashtra 



Thanking you. 


your, 


All 


Ithfully 

{ SHEEL #HAJ£>SA ?AJEE) 
Working President 
India freedom fighters' 
Organisation 



tot 


U) 


His Excellency the Ambassador of Japan 
Embassy of Japan, New Delhi for information. 


( 2 ) 


[\ 


Ehri Narasimha P.ao, Union Minister of 
External Affiars, New Delhi for information 


W- 


(3) 


\ 






Shri L. Joychandra Singh, Imphal. He is 
requested to contact tfetaji Subaschandra 
Bose Academy, Tokyo, Japan q / n My/W, 

faHEEL BHADRA YAJEK) I ' 

WORKING PRESIDENT, AlffO 
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MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDIUM : 

Baba Prithvi Singh Azad, Punjab 
Prof, N.G. Ranga, M.F. Andhra Pradesh 
Com* Shiv Verma, U.P, 

P.K. Khanna, Ex M.P., U.P, 

Ch. Ranbir Singh, Ex M.P., Haryana 
Manmath Nath Gupta, New Delhi 
Com. Ram Kishan, Ex M.P., Punjab 
Cok Mahboob Ahmad, INA, Bihar 
Satish Chandra Saha. West Bengal 
CfffSt Ranjit Singh. INA, Punjab 
WORKING PRESIDENT : 

\y Shoe] Bhadra Yajae, Ex. M.P., Bihar 
VICE-PRESIDENTS £ 

P. Thimma Reddy* Ex Minister A.P, 
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To 
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The Prime Minister 
India 
New Delhi 
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Uhl / 








Subjects Bringing of the remains of 

Netaji Subaschandra Bose from 
Rengkoji Temple, Tokyo, Japan 
to India. 


Dr. T. Kannan, Tamilnadu 

Shyam Narain Kashmiri, M« Pradesh 

M. Koireng Singh, INA, Ex CM Manipur 

B. K, Rani, Ex M.P., Orissa 

Com. Channan Sin b, Punjab 

Ram Kishan Rastog.# M.P.C*, LLP. 


All India Freedom Fighters* Organisation 
beleive that the remains of Netaji Subaschandra * 
Bose has been lying at Rengkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
Japan for the last 43 years. 


Mehar Chand Ahuja. Ex M .L.C., Haryana 
Jaganand, Gujarat 
Lt Smt. Manvati Arya, INA, U.P, 
Mungeri Lai, Ex Minister, Bihar 
Aurobmdo Bose, Ex M.L.C., W. Bengal 

TREASURER i 

Prof. Mahesh Dutt Mishra Ex MP, M,Pr. 
GENERAL SECRETARIES : 

Shashi Bhushan, Ex M,P,. M. Pradesh 
V.L Sunder Rao, Andhra Pradesh 
Capt. S.S. Yadav, INA, Haryana 
Rajendrapal Singh Warrior, U*P. 

Com. Girdhar Thakkar, Maharashtra 
N. Alexander, Ex M.P„ Kerala 
SECRETARIES : 


Whatever controversy was/is over it, 
this organisation has deceided to bring it to 
India during this year. We feel that it is not 
proper to keep it at foreign soil • 

In the light of latest development in 
favour of peace and nuclear non-aggression 
superpower agreement and improved Indo-Japanese 
friendly relation, we request the Government of 
India to approve and strengthen our effort to 
bring back the sacred ashes of Netaji Subaschandra 
Bose which will be kept at the Free dan Fighters' 
Cultural centre at Delhi or any Centre/place 
including Calcutta# Manipur etc. 

oe-wt uiewfe? 


Rambhau Nishat, Maharashtra 
Purshotam Kakodkar, M.P.. Goa 
Dhiren Showmick, West Bengal 
Lt Francis S. Dcruz, INA, Kerala 
Vishwa Nath Mathur, New Delhi 
K.B. GhaudharL Assam 
Jagat Ram Joshi, Delhi 
S.K. Sjnha, Bihar 

Bans! Lai Lohadia, Ex M.P., Rajasthan 
Kunj Bihari Pathak, Madhya Pradesh 
It, S,V.V, Murugesan, INA, Tamilnadu 
Sunder! a I Jain, Maharashtra 


(o°[ ( pel 
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^ Yours faithfully a /, r 

v ( SHEEL BHADRA YAJEE) 

Working President 
ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS' 
ORGANISATION 
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Return o£ the ashes ot Net a .11 Subh ash Chand ra Bose 


A 


* 


The ashes of Netaji are placed in an urn which is 
maintained at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The Government of 
India had appointed an Enquiry Committee in 1956 headed by 
the late Shah Nawaz Khan and including Shri S.C.Bose, the 
elder brother of Netaji. The majority opinion of the 
Committee was that Netaji met his death in an aircrash on 
18th August, 1945 and the ashes in Renkoji Temple are of 

Netaji. Shri S.C.Bose had dissented from this view. A one 
man commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D.Khosia was appointed 
in 1970 and he too concluded that the casket lodged in the 
Renkoji Temple contained: the ashes of Netaji, 

2. In January 1982, Shri S.C.Bose, the brother of 

Netaji wrote to the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi 
saying that "there is no convincing proof that the so-called 
ashes are genuine and that of my brother ....under the 
circumstances it would be wrong to pass of the. so-called 
ashes as genuinely being that of Netaji ....it is besides 

the point as to whether Netaji is still alive or not". He 

opposed the ashes being brought to India and we have no 

indication that his attitude has undergone any change. 

3. Shri Sheel Badra Yajee, Working President of the 
All India Freedom Fighters Organisation has been seeking the 
return of the ashes to India and the building of a suitable 
memorial. . The AIFFO had passed a resolution to this effect 
at its Madras session in September 1983. Shri L.Joychandra 
Singh of Imphal has also been in touch with Netaji’ s 
associates in India and Japan to this end. Dr. Sisir Kumar 
Bose, the nephew of Netaji had written to PM on 26 September 
1985 stating that he had no objection to Government taking 
appropriate action to' implement the AIFFO resolution, of 1983. 

" ^ ‘Mf 

4. The Netaji Subhash Research Foundation, Jaipur 
contests the veracity of the ashes in Japan and opposes their 
transportation to India. The Foundation wants a ^fresh 
inquiry into Netaji’ s disappearance and has a 
Rajasthan High Court to direct Government to do 


pproachedi? the 
so . 
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5. In response to a Lok Sabha Question on 25.2.82 the 
then Foreign Minister had said that various opinions have 
been expressed regarding the urn said to contain Netaji 's 
ashes and that Government have noted the views of all 
concerned to decide on the most appropriate course of action. 


6. Prime Minister Nehru had visited the Renkoji Temple 
in 1957 followed soon after by President Rajendra Prasad, 
Smt. Indira Gandhi had also visited the temple in 1969 as did 
Shri A. B. Vajpayee and Shri P. V . Narasimha Rao when they 
officially visited Japan as Foreign Ministers in 1977 and 
1982. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi did not, however, visit 
the temple during his visit to Japan in 1985., He had been 
invited to do so by the Chairman of the Metaji Subhash 
Academy which consists of various retired officials of World 
War II vintage who had an association with Netaji when they 
were in the Japanese Imperial Army. It is the leading 
members of this Academy who have made several representations 
seeking to send the ashes to India. They are aware of the 
views of the family of Netaji who do not accept the validity 
and consequently return of the ashes. The views of Netaji’s 
daughter on the subject are not known. 

7. The Japanese Government have not officially 
requested us to accept these ashes. In 1984 the. Japanese 
press had reported that Mr. M.Fujio had sought the 
intervention of Prime Minister Nakasone to take up the matter 
with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi; Prime Minister Nakasone 
had not taken up the issue. It is likely that the Japanese 
Government prefers to sidestep this issueas it relates to an 
association with Japanese war time leaders and raises the 
spectre of controversy, to the like of which Japan is 
ektremely sensitive. 


8. The ashes have been lying in the Renkoji Temple 
since 1945. The Government provides a yearly grant to the 
maintenance of the temple in which the ashes are contained. 
The main reasons for the return of the ashes which have been 
put forth have been: 


"Mi) 

(ii) 


The moral obligation of India to honour 
National Hero; 


the 


- W 


The chief priest of the temple to * whom JS&the 
ashes were handed over died in 1979 and there 
is no guarantee that his son the current 
priest, would have the same reverence; 
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(iii) The leading members of the Netaji Subash 
Academy have either passed away or are 
extremely old and they fear that after their 
demise there would be nobody left to care for 
the ashes. ~ 

9. The Government’s position so far has been to await 

the building of a National consensus on the question of 
Netaji ’s ashes before taking a formal decision to avoid any 
controversy at the present or at a later stage. This is 
because of : 

(i) Netaji* s brother does not believe that the 
ashes are genuine. Government have not been 
informed of any change of this view held by 
members of Netaji’ s family; 

(il) There are a great number of people who believe 
that Netaji did not pass away in an aircrash 
and yet others who believe that he is still 
alive; 

(iii) The absence of a consensus due to the above 
views may create political complications if a 
decision was taken to accept the ashes as 
genuine and bring them to India. It is 
understood Government are not in favour of 
precipitating a controversy on this. 


26.5.1988 
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S^rJ P V . ^ CV\A §VnvA-fc^ (^GL-©^ 

Thank you very much for ack. my congretulation 
to you ( Photo Copy enclosed for easy reference) 

Would you kindly refer to my letter dated July 
18, 1988 (photo copy is enclosed herewith for easy ref:) 

Meanwhile, I have received death Certificate of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose from Dr Taneyoshi Yoshimi who 
treated him at Taipei Army Hospital ( Photo copy is enclosed 
herewith for easy reference) 

I have toured throughout India many times, several 
lakhs of freedom fighters and their friends and relatives 
want to bring the remains of Netaji from Japan* Col Dhillon 
( I don't know he is still alive or not). Dr Sisir Bose, 

Col. Sagal, Pandit Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Mr M. -Koireng singh 
President INA Memorial Committee, several Ex INA asked me 




to work for this. 

Allmost all freedom fighters are and were Congress 
men. It will give a very good image to Prime Minister Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi in India and abroad for respecting Netaji who 
sacrificed his life for the cause of freedom. 

When Prime Minister Shri Gandhi gave a speech on 

, 

4 April .1988 at Imphal, made a very beautiful reference to 
• -A ' -.•r •*. 

Netaji, several thaueands people aplauded him. 

I think, all hurdle is over 
High Court Judgement, that also can be 


Narasimha Rao 
ernation Affairs Minister 
Delhi 
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No. C/551/13/81-JP September 27, 1988 



I have -for reference your letter 
dated August 26, 1988 addressed to the Minister 
of External Affairs. 

In this connection I may recall 
Minister of External Affairs' earlier communi- 
cation to you that notwithstanding the very 
high esteem In which we all hold Netajl, we 
would be reluctant to do anything which might 
only add to the controversy about Netajl 's 
remains. It would be best for a national consen- 
sus to emerge before the Government takes 
a formal decision in the matter. We would 
of course be happy to receive from you from 
time to time information on developments In 
this regard. 



» 

Yours sincerely, 

I* 

( A.B. Gokhale ) 
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Shri L. Joy chandra Singh 
Prajatantra 
Imphal- 
( Manipur) 


* 




* 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

New Delhi-110011 


* 


December 1988 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 

Please refer to your letter dated November 12, 1988, 
regarding your meetings with pressmen and political party leaders’ 
which confirmed the high esteem in which we all hold Netaji, 
The position is still the sam€ as has been communicated to 
you by me earlier and reiterated by Shri A.B, Gokhale in his 
letter dated September 27, 1988. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



(P.V.Narasimha Rao) 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajat antra Buildings, 
IMPHAL 
(Manipur) 





No. C/551 / 13/81-JP 



r 


fo&r Jrft 

• + 


1TUST 


MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


INDIA 


May 10, 1989. 


Dear Shri Y ajee 


Please refer to your letter No. AIFFD/N/1/89 


of 4th April, 1989 addressed to the Prime Minister 
suggesting that the mortal remains of the late Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose be brought back to India, from 
Rengkoji Temple in Tokyo, where they stand presently 
kept. 

We all revere Netaji and hold his memory 
in the highest esteem. We would be reluctant, therefore, 
to do anything wjiich might, directly or indirectly, 
add to the controversy about his remains. 


I am sure, you will therefore, agree that 


it would be worthwhile to await emergence of a clear 
national consensus on the question, which alone can 
enable the Government to take a final decision in 
the matter . 


With regards 


Yours sincerely , 


Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, 
Working President, 

All India Freedom 
Fighters 1 Organisation , 

7 , Jantar Mantar Road , 
New Delhi. 


(P.V. Narasimha Rao) 
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ALL INDIA FREEDOH FIGHTERS’ ORGANISATION til? 


„ n v 7, JANTAR MANTAR ROAD, NEW DELHI-1 lOOOl 

D. 0. 1 / 

RBf. No AIFFD./Ne.ta^i/.^^ /89. 


Dated-d.-Jul, 1 981- 


MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDIUM ; 

Baba Prithvi Singh Azad, Punjab 
^Prof. N.G. Ranga, M.P, Andhra Pradesh 
Com, Shiv Verma, U,P* 

P,K, Khanna, Ex M,P„ U.P, 

Ch. Ranbir Singh, Ex M.P.. Haryana 
Manmath Nath Gupta, New Delhi 
Com. Ram Kishan, Ex M,P,, Punjab 
Col. Mahboob Ahmad* INA, Bihar 
Satish Chandra Saha. West Bengal 
Capp,Ranjtt Singh, INA, Punjab 
vtQrking PRESIDENT ; 

/v $he&l Bhadra Vajee Ex, M.P,, Bihar 

VICE-PRESIDENTS : 

P. Thimma Reddy, Ex Minister A.P. 

Dr, T. Kannan, Tamilnadu 

Shyam Narain Kashmiri, M. Pradesh 

IVP. Kgireng Singh, INA, Ex CM Manipur 

B. K. Pani* fix M.P,, Orissa 

Com, Channan Singh, Punjab 

Ram Kishan Rastogi, M.P.C., U.P. 

Wlehar Chand Ahuja, Ex M.LC,, Haryana 

Jaganand. Gujarat 

LtSmt, Manvati Arya. INA, U.P. 

Mungeri Lai, Ex Minister, Bihar 

Aurobindo Bose, Ex M.LC,, W. Bengal 

* TREASURER S 

Prof. Mahesh Dutt Mishra Ex MP, M.Pr, 
GENERAL SECRETARIES : 

Shashi Bhushan, Ex M.P., M. Pradesh 
V,L, Sunder Rao, Andhra Pradesh 
Capt. S.S, Yodav, ]N A, Haryana 
Rajendrapal Singh Warrior, U.P. 

Com, Girdhar Thakkar, Maharashtra 
H. Alexander, Ex M.P,, Kerala 
SECRETARIES ; 

Rambhau Nishal, Maharashtra 
Purshotam Kakodkar, M.P,, Goa 
Dhiren Bhowmick, West Bengal 
Lt Francis S. Dcruz, INA, Kerala 
Vishwa Nath Mathur, New Delhi 
K.B, Chaudhari, Assam 
Jagat Ram Joshi, Delhi 
S.K. Sinha. Bihar 

Bansi Lal Lohadia, Ex M.P,, Rajasthan 
Kunj Bihari Patbak, Madhya Pradesh 
Lt, fJ.V.V. Murugesan, INA. Tamilnadu 
1 Sunderlal Jain, Maharashtra 

Jss .i 





Dear Shri P.V.Narsimha Rao, 



, Jal Hind. Thank you for 
D.C, letter No.C/551/13/Slf JP dated May 10, 1989. 


2. We have appreciated your difficulty in 
bringing the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
RUNKOJI Temple, Japan to India even after his death 
44 years ago. 


3, The All India Freedom Fighters 1 Organisation 

has decided to bring the Sacred Ashes of Netaji from 
Japan to India on or before 23rd Jan: 1990. We 
believe that N eta.li died in Taihoku Air Crash on 18 th 
August. 1945 and th e Sacred JisEas finw lyinr 1rT>.ha^ 
Renkoji Temple are "the ashes of Netaji. 


4. We have also formed a National Committee atV 

meeting of All India Freedom Fighters 1 Organisation 
held on 26th June, 1989 at 4 P.M, at Withal Bhai Patel 
House, Hew Del h'H ~ 


5. We feel ashamed that the Sacred Ashes of our 

National Leader, who had been twice President of Indian 
National Congress, Head pf Provisional Government of 
Free IndiaCreco 'nlsed by 9 sovereign states) and 
Supreme Commander of the Indian National. Army, who 
sacrificed his life for the. Independence of India, have 
been lying in a foreign country for the last 44 years 
without care and without National Honour, while we 
are enjoying the fruits of freedom. 


6. We are constrained to s ay that the death of 

Netaji has been confirmed by the findings of two 
comat ssluns app o int e d b y the Union Government. The 


Union Government ha s not only dl sn-wned the verdict, of 
t heir own appointed commissions but have also deprived 
the Nation of the opportunity to pay befitting HOMAGE 
to this great leader of India rather LIBER AT OR OF INDIA 
and raise SHAHEED SAMARK In his memory in New Delhi. 


7. We hope the Union Government will extend full 

co-operation with our efforts in bringing the Sacred 
Ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


With best wishes. 

. Yours sincerely, 

fa 

ihri P.y.Narsimha Raoiy (Sheel Bhadra Y&je</) 

nister of External Affairs, 

Govt, of India, New Delhi. 

cm- 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

NEW DELHI-1 1001 k 


July 25, 1989 






Kindly refer to your letter No.AlFFD/Netaji/8t)l/S9 dated 
4th July, 1989 suggesting that the mortal remains of the late 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Dose be brought back to India, from 
the Rengkoji Temple in Tokyo, where they stand presently kept. 

We fully understand the motivations that have prompted 
the All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation to r ake a strong 
plea for the return of these ashes to India. We all revere 

Netaji and hold his memory in the highest esteem. 

We feel however that it is necessary to avoid doing any- 
thing which . i lit, directly or indirectly, add to the controversy 

about his remains. This view was conveyed to you earlier also 

and 1 think it is still desirable to await the emergence of a 
clear consensus on the question. 

I trust you arc following closely the emergence of such 
consensus. e are with you in working towards this objective. 

ith regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri Gheei . hadra . ajee. 

Ex- . ,.P. Gihar, 

All India Freedoi Fighters' Organisation, 
7, Jantar . anti.r .ex.:’, 

New Delhi- 11 00b 1. 
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F.V* Narasimha Rao 


Minister of External Affairs 
India 

July 24, 1989 


Kindly refer to your letter No. AIFFD/Neta ji/861/89 
dated 4th July* 1989 suggesting that the mortal remains of the 
late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose be brought back to India, from 
the Rengkoji Temple in Tokyo, where they stand presently kept. 


2. We fully understand the motivations that have prompted the 

All India Freedom Fighters’ Organisation to make a strong plea for 
the return of these ashes to India. We all revere Netaji and hold 
his memory in the highest esteem. 


3 . 


We feel however that it is necessary to avoid doing anything 


which might, directly or indirectly, add to the controversy about * _ . 

his remains . r^ _ await tne emergence of a clear 

consensus on the question. 


4. I trust you are following closely the emergence of such 

consensus. We are with you in working towards this objective* 

-■ t 


Yours s incerely , 


(P.V. Narasimha Rao) 

Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, 

Ex-M.P. Bihar, 

All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation, 

7, Jantar Mantar Road, 

NEW DELHI- 110001 
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Shyam Saran 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chivoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03 (234) 4866 
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No.TOK/TS/3/78 


August 22, 1989 


My dear yp 


c 
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'lease refer to the correspondence resting with 
my letter No .TOK/ 551/1/81 dated Octooer 17, 1987 regarding 
disposal of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes. 


2. As you would be aware ashes of Netaji are 

presently being preserved in the Renko-ji Temple in Tokyo. 
A ceremony is held each year on August 18 at the Temple 
to honour the memory of Netaji” Members of the Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose Academy are usually present at this 
function. A representative from the Embassy also attends. 


3. In the ceremony this year, Dr. S.B. Sin'na, our 

Counsellor (Science & Techniogy) represented the Embassy. 

A note recorded by him on the Memorial Service is enclosed 
herewith for your information. 


%Mx 
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4. You would be aware of the controversy concerning 

the death of Netaji. Some members of his family and some 
political figures in West Bengal do not accept that Netaji 

Because of this controversy 
take the ashes back to India 
for proper disposal despite frequen t re quests made by the 
members of the Bose Academy. ~ — 


/j j L . a died in an air-crash in Taiwan. 

j t has not been possible to 



5. An unusual feature this year was the presence of 

Mrs. Bhakti Bose, wife of Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose, the 
jvoungest brother of Neta ii who just happened to be in Tokyo 
at the- time of the ceremony. Mrs. Bose's son is working 
with a leading national company in Tokyo. Several weeks 
before the ceremony was held, Mrs. Bose had established 
contact with the office bearers of the Indian Community 
here and enquired about the location of Netaji 's ashes. 

She came to the Temple with Tier family o£ her own - volition 
to attend the ceremony. 

6 . In view of the fact that a fairly close relative 
of Netaji attended the ceremony, perhaps we may like to 
find out what the surviving family members feel about the 
disposal of the ashes. 

6 .fa While the Renko-ji Temple is taking care of 

the ashes for the present, old age continues to claim the 

close Japanese associates of Netaji . Very soon none of 

his associates will be alive and it is unlikely that the 

care and respect-that is being accorded to his memory 
at present will also continue in the future. 
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7 . While this is a delicate and a controversial 

political issue , the eventual return of the ashes to 
India is something which wil l have t o bo f aced soo ner 
or later. 


Shri V.K. Nambiar, 

Joint Secretary ( EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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Embassy of India, Tokyo 

( SST WING) 

******** 


C(S&T) attended the Memorial Service for Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose on August 18, 1989 at Renko-ji 
Temple, 3-30 Wada, Suginami-ku Telephone No. 311-7832. 
President of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose Academy, 

Mr. Katakura; Secretary, Mr. Hayashi, Mr. Negi, personal 
bodyguard of Netaji and 32 others including Mrs. Bhakti 
Bose, wife of Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose, youngest brother 
of Netaji who happen to be in Tokyo, her son, Mr. Vikram 
Bose and his family attended. Mr. Vikram Bose is working 
for Texas Instruments at Tokyo on contract for 2-3 years. 
Among others present were Mr. Toshikazu Shimoda from 
Kokusai Foto Co., Mr. S. Okuda, President of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, Mr. Seizo Ariyoshi of Japan Friendship 
Association and Mr. Minoru Umeda. A religious ceremony 
was performed by the Head Priest of the Temple. Afterward, 
there was a short meeting in which the Secretary appreciated 
and expressed his greatfulness to Embassy of India's 
representation during the ceremony. However, he pointed 
out absence of any representation last year. This year, 
they did not raise the question of the transfer of ashes 
during or after the ceremony. 


fro -C n. 

(S.B. Sinha) 
Counsellor (S&T) 
18.08.1989 


